Jottings October 2009

| awoke at the usual time, minutes before the alarm clock isadoall me into
life. I like it that way on, it gives me some strange ‘goog feling’ when |
hear the alarm and say, ‘beat you to it'! | am sure the inaaiotgect of battery
and micro chip is not moved by my human game, but it amuses me. keng li
being amused | say.

That was an opening gambit for the jottings this month. The seaswhdate
creep gradually into our lives, though with the accelerating sagnGlobal
warming, we are in for a few shocks in our so called predictangperate
conditions.

Seasons: what a wonderful summer, yes | agree there wahtahsticup in the
middle, but it did come. And for that we have in the manse gardenthad@er

We are called to put on the helmet of salvation and to be confidenbuha
future has been assured through Christ upon the cross, the gift of faith so that we
can believe in the eternal hope. We put on the breastplate of rightedise!f
seeking but realising our indebtedness to God, thus motivated toréitefud

lives. We have the belt of truth and the shield of faith, we minstesto
understand God'’s truth and be confident that it will be realised diegar of
human circumstance; the sward of the Spirit, embracing God’s powlenat

our own and of course the shoes of the good news of the gospel of pe&ce. Fee
are so important, so often they ache and hurt; no two people have tee sam
uniformed feed either in size or contour. Wouldn't it be wonderful; ifcaeld

all have shoes ‘Made to measure’, maybe some of you have. Howeter,
withstanding the limitations of our footwear, new or slightly usedaweecalled

by our Lord in a very unique way to carry, (walk) his messadevefand peace

into the situations we encounter in our daily lives.

crop of apples, both golden delicious and russet, plums and conference pearsS0 With this new wardrobe, and ‘Above all be clothed in love.” Thisirigtis

(You will have to wait until Christmas to taste the wine thougtowever, the
gooseberries, strawberries, raspberries, beans, courgettes, antbehvarivere

a disaster. | did say when | first came that my fingersnategreen, even Jo
could not save these seeds and plants | set in the soil fronmefaduen the
tomato plants lovingly potted in the greenhouse only begrudgingly gave a
minimum of fruit.

But this time of year is a time of change, the darlings aek laa school,
university angst is hopefully over, (but never really); job segks still in

operation, and holidays for some are a distant memory. The boileous ta be
serviced ready to be called into action at the flick of achyiHowever, the
most tangible sign of the onset of autumn and winter is the charayéadies
wardrobe. Summer clothes are put away and as if by magic, lg teeal set of
attire appears; always in vogue with the latest colours anddesigr men, it is
simpler of course; we just add an outer layer don’'t we?

This set me to thinking about Paul writing to the Ephesians wherare
reminded to put on the whole armour of God in order to be fully equipped to
spread the good news of the Gospel of peace... and surely this woek rseev

as are the seasons.

another gift if only we take if from the hangar and wear it. Wilebe protected
through our engagement in this world, not from harm but from the egiédor
we will be emboldened and comforted by love, and that is what wetha¥ker
all we meet and pray for; the sharing of the love of Christ.

So, colours are changing, the temperature is decreasing, the wamtgobe is
sorted, how is the spiritual one, do not be left cold this winter, wear what is right
and Christian, and keep on leaning what we are to do as a commupégygpé
wearing a uniform given by our Lord.

Let us prepare together for another growing season next year, toijather,
growing closer in community and celebrating the fruits of our fanth witness
through our churches.

Blessings JON
P.S. Beware of those selling ‘The Kings New Clothes’ verychibelieve and
not that flattering!!



THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH IN CHELTENHAM Tuesday Forum — Garden Room at St Andrew’s

Baptism . . 13 October Joan Winterbottom will be coming over to see us and talk
In September, Prestbury weicomed Jamie Homer |_nto the familyeof bout The Hebrides. On27 Octoberthe talk will be a great novelty —
C_hurch. we pray that we are able to support his parents Susan an here is more to bubbles than meets the eye! Alan Ward walttaint us
Richard and Jamie as he grows up. with his ‘Bubbleology’. Both talks will be in the Garden Room at St

Andrew’s at 2.30pm followed by the usual refreshments. All old and

Our prayers: we hold in our prayers those for whom we are concerned: newcomers are very welcome to join us.

Margaret Apperley, Elizabeth and George Apps, Ann Ashworth, Jeane
Combes, Margaret Coulthurst, Dan Gillies, Joyce Goldring, Hylda URCIC Walking Group

Greening, Mary Howes, Dorothy Lamb, Donald Lambley, Mair Mcindoe, Six walkers met at the bottom of the Malvern Hills and eventuall
. . : . y reached
Tom Nancarrow, Sandy McKenzie, John Scott, Joy and Nick Smith, Sadlethe top of the Beacon and were rewarded with a wonderfuf 360

Smyth, Barry Steele and Luke Wilson. panoramic view from Black Mountains in Wales, to the Hills of
lati Shropshire and back round to the Cotswold escarpment; truly a place to
Congratulations enjoy God'’s handiwork.

To Nan Richardson who recently celebrated hé&t§ithday and we hope
she had a very special day.

To Andrew Sutherland on his recent ‘A’ level success and we wish him
well in his future studies at Cardiff University; also to brot@eaig on
achieving his degree from Cardiff University.

Congratulations to
Kathy and Neil who
were recently
married at

St Andrew’s.

We wish God'’s
blessing and
happiness on their

future life together. The next walk will take place oMonday 19 Octobermeeting at 10am.

This will be a walk around Uley please add your name to the lighen
notice board. If you require transport, contact Roger Little




Reading Group
The next issue of the Reading Group will bevdadnesday 4 November
2009 at Prestbury URC. The book under discussion will be 'A Thousand
Splendid Suns' by Khaled Hosseini. | am sure that this book will give
plenty of differing views for discussion. New members are vergaveé.
Contact me if you wish to know any more.

Mary Cummings

Pensioners’ Forum — Wednesday 7 October

Next meeting will be on Wednesday 7 October in the Garden Rootn at S
Andrew’s. The subject is Diabetes — prevention and help and the speaker
is Diane Kalus who is the Community Nurse from the diabetes @imil

will be able to give practical help and advice. The coffee babeiopen

from 10am and the talk will start at 10.30am and last about an hour.
Please bring along any neighbours or friends who may be interested.
Don't forget soup and chat will be available after the talk.

Qi Gong
Next session will be in the Garden Room at St Andrew’SVi@anesday
30 Septemberat 12.15pm. All are welcome; cost is £4 per session.

MILK BOTTLE TOPS
Please collect plastic milk bottle tops for Kenya
Projects (UK) and the Alexander Edwards Trust,
both seeking to help children in Africa.

The tops must baashed and free of cardboard
inserts, price labels etc. When you have a bag full,
please give to Ann Standring, or wait until Maz
returnsNO OTHER TOPS PLEASE.



Update from Heulwen Lodge

First of all, a late but heartfelt Thank You for all the good wssthat we Our only produce this year has been plums, apples and blackberries so
left Cheltenham with. We all enjoyed our ‘send off' at Warden &fiitl jam and chutneys have been made. The trees in the orchard are very old
we were surprised, but very pleased, at your generosity. As ybavee and covered in lichen. We will give them a thorough pruning and hope we

not visited garden centres to spend the vouchers but, having finalgdstart don't kill them. We will go to the National Botanical Gardens, wlioh
some gardening this weekend and planting a new shrubbery (Thanksjust up the road, to try to get some ‘local’ varieties of fruées and
Lynne) with all the plants that had been saved in pots for the last2 ye maybe treat us to some exotica — orange and lemon trees for the
am thinking a special bench is needed to finish it off and enablé tas al  poolhouse.
enjoy the sunshine and the view.

The semi-feral cat we inherited has made us the proud ‘grandparents
Mam is still residing in Porthcawl and becoming a bit of aufigtat four kittens — anyone want a cat? We appear to have a healthy population
Trinity Church. The work is progressing but the builder has had the of rabbits and moles, too. We've had a few adventures with escaping
audacity to go on holiday to celebrate his"4girthday so there is an cows — these townies that don’t know how to shut gates — but Houdini, the
enforced break. The saying that ‘things have to get worse beforgehey  expert escapologist has gone back to the farm now. | had a stanitkoff w
better certainly sums up the action here. Hopefully we candsteorating one of the new cows but | won the staring competition — does that make
her space very soon and she will be able to move in before Jean and Pauhe top cow?
go on holiday. She is feeling much better now and looking forward to
getting here. On that note | will finish. We are always ready to welcoméors (even

if the house isn’t) and communications so please be in touch.
We're still trying to get the swimming pool pump working propedyn®
swimming yet but | am intending to go to ‘Keep Fit for the Ca@s* in PS Don't forget to keep buying your Traidcraft!
Llandeilo, it starts tomorrow, | think. | have to confess that we haven’
been to any church yet — still searching for an English speakingetha
the URC closed last November. | might try Family Worship akegib’s
on the & Sunday. The other Sunday morning | was out collecting
blackberries with our resident buzzard overhead so | did say my thank you
prayers for all God has given us. This morning it was a pairdkites
circling in the thermal.
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A film charting the rise and support of Zionisme tholiticians
and nations behind the Zionist claim and post W\&tapoia
on the Land of Israel and the Nakba of 1948.

Refreshments and a brief debate will follow thevging of the
film.

Countdown to Copenhagan
Saturday 17 October from 11.30-12.30am
March, Rally and Lobby of MP and MEP

in central Gloucester

Those taking part so far:
A Rocha, CAFOD, Christian Aid, Friends of the Eaf®tos Environmental Strategy
Group, Glos Wildlife Trust, Greenpeace, OXFAM, Ogt@n Noah, Stop Climate
Chaos, Tearfund, Vision 21, World Development Moeaimn

March will start at the City Council Offices at TB®cks at 11.30am
At the Cross we will lobby our MP and MEP
At Cathedral Close attempt to create ‘human cldellenge’

VIP keynote speeches at St John’s Hall, Northgaee$s
This is your chance to tell the people of Gloucektav urgent climate change is and
encourage them to do what they can about it — NOW.

STAND yg

Stand started again on the™@& September with a few new young peo
from the ATC squadron that Jon is Chaplain. We had a barbequ
after separating the adults from the young people we began to sbe
beginning of a new program. We have said goodbye to som
welcome new people and this group will grow and grow with the
found openness and trust in each other.

The next meeting will be oSunday 27 Septemberat Warden Hill at
6.30pm. The theme, led by a new member, is “Fancy Dress” and wh
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hide behind. All teenagers welcome.

Operation Christmas Child



PROM PRAISE!

Royal Albert Hall
Sat. 8" MAY 2010

7.30pm
Last Night of the Proms-
Christian style!

Coach & Ticket approx. £40

PLEASE SIGN LISTBY 20 ™"
DECEMBER 2009

Pensioners’ Forum

at

St Andrew’s United Reformed Church

(near Queen’s Hotel)

Programme for 2009
Meets on the I Wednesday of the Month

You are invited to the following Talks 10.30am — 11.30am

Wednesday 7 October ‘Diabetes — prevention and help’
Di Kalus, Community Nurse

Wednesday 4 November ‘What can your Pharmacy offer you?’
Gary Barber, James Pharmacy

Wednesday 2 December  Guide & PalsRachel Price
Health, Social Care and Disability
Information for Gloucestershire and
Free advice, support and liaison for
People using NHS services.

FREE ENTRY — ALL ARE WELCOME
Coffee Bar open from 10.00am — 12 noon
Coffee/Tea 50p




URC in CHELTENHAM MORNING PRAYERS
11.30am — 12noon EVERY Tuesday at Warden Hill

89

‘JUMP4JOY"

=2

Informal Short Service for all the family

At St Andrew’s
18 October
9.30am — 10am

Date Readings Prayer Issues
6 October Psalm 126 Benhall area, Junior & Infant Schools
Mark 10 17-31 | General Assembly Moderator & Staff
Prayers for the World
13 October Psalm 127 The Reddings area, Nuffield Hospital & Industry
Mark 10 35-45 | Prestbury’s links with St Mary’s and the village
The Windermere Centre
Prayers for the world
20 October Psalm 128 St Mark’s area, Churches, The Knoll
Mark 10 46-52 | Rehabilitation of ex-offenders
Our links with the Jewish Synagogue
Prayers for the World
27 October Psalm 129 Hesters Way Area, Parkside Adult Opportunities

Mark 12 28-34

Centre, St Silas

Churches Together in England
St Andrew’s Church Centre
Prayers for the World

Saturday 17 October

Community Film Evening

At 2.30pm (doors open at 2.15pm)

‘Slumdog Millionaire’

Certificate 15

Free Entry - Family and Friends Welcome
Refreshments available

Principal Coach, Glyndebourne Festival

A non-technical and not-too serious account of

masterpiece

illustrations on the piano.

Music at St Andrew'’s in October

Monday 12 October at 7.30pm

Jonathan Hinden

Opera will present
Verdi’'s ‘La Traviata’

its characters and story with mu

Concert by Philomusica
Saturday 24 October
At 7.30pm

this
sical




Prestbury News

October Coffee Morning — Saturday & October

As part of our October Coffee Morning this year, we will be holding
Bric-a-Brac and Book Sale. Please turn up from 10.30 onwards. There

The picture is an old photograph of the church taken, we estimate,
between 1866 (when the church was opened) and about 1905. The

will also be cakes and Prestbury Cards and Calendars. Any coomibuti schoolroom extension had not been built and the tram lines had not yet
of items to sell would be most welcomed, although please note that anyc°™Mme through the village (1905). The picture was taken to the Gloucester
unsold items will be taken to a charity shop. Archives for conservation and we were told that it was in factanot

original but an enlargement. — and a touched-up one at that. Our ‘original’
photograph will be preserved at the Archives, but an enhanced and

yenlarged copy has been put back in its original frame and is nowngangi
for all to see. If anyone would like a copy of the photograph as & sma
picture, postcard or card then please see Fiona.

Prestbury Renovations

Those of you who have visited the Hall recently have been impressed b
the ‘new’ picture that is hanging there. This was discovered raagen
covered in a thick layer of dust up in the tower. It was briefly loows
during the flower festival and was then removed from the church because

of the damage that light and damp could have done to it. Now that the work is done a breakdown of the costs of the matergls ha

been placed on the noticeboard in the hall. We are very gratefu to t
many people who have already made donations to the building fund.
Obviously, we are still open to contributions — gift aided if possible, either
in general or towards a specific item.

Elephant and Beatle Drive Tuesday 27 October 2009 at Prestbury
URC

This year the proceeds of the Elephant and Beatle Drive will be split
between the new Kenya Project to raise funds for corrective surgery for
children in Kenya and raising money to pay for the new Hall and kitchen.
If you can please come along and support us on Tuesiap&@aber

2009 when we will be play a sheet of Elephant and a sheet of Beatle, no
skills are required and you will get to meet lots of new people. Tickets
will be available from Julie and Emma at a cost of £3.00 per adult and
£1.50 per child including a hot dog and a drink or tea and cake. There will
also be a raffle



One World Week

The annual One World Week service will take place at St Nicolas
ThursdayNovember 15at 7.30 — with the URC contribution focusing on
Africa. If anyone would like to go that needs a lift please see Fiona.

November Coffee Morning — with a twist !

Apologies to anyone who thought Anne was really getting married - she
will be performing the Ancient Mariner as a poetry / drama dnr8ay
7th November 2009 at 12.30. Tickets will be available soon. If you can
dress up as if you were going to a wedding this would be most appreciatgd
as it will help to create the appropriate atmosphere. The coitering

will start as usual at 10.30.

Advance notice — Pantomime in January

If anyone is interested in going to the pantomime at the Bacon Theatre in
January then please can they let Annette Tucker know. We may be able qP

arrange some transport so don't let that put you off !
Take Time !

Take time to think — it is the source of power

Take time to play — it is the secret of perpetual power
Take time to read — it is the foundation of wisdom

Take time to pray — it is the greatest power on earth
Take time to love & be loved — it is a God given privilege
Take time to be friendly — it is the road to happiness
Take time to laugh — it is the music of the soul

Take time to give — it is too short a day to be selfish

You will never find time for anything — if you want time, YOU must
make it !

Kindly submitted by Pat Gregory.

SOUL CAFE
at
PRESTBURY URC

A
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Every 4" Sunday 6pm — led by Revd. Daniel Papwa
Chat & Refreshments. All welcome.

25 October
22 November

Light & darkness

Community

rth



St Andrew’s News

October Communion Offering

Christian Aid - Commitment for Life - Bangladesh

The overall goal of Christian Aid’s programme in Bangladesh is to
support partner organisations in their work to build more secure lives f
disadvantaged women, indigenous peoples and both the landless and land-
owning poor. Programmes include establishing a more regular means of
making a living, reducing people’s vulnerability to disasters aneéhésg

the risks associated with disasters. Christian Aid is also funutiojgcts

that focus on issues of economic justice and governance as it is only
through changes in these areas that real progress can be made in
eradicating poverty and enabling long-term security. The majority of
stories featured by Christian Aid in their publicity leafletsBangladesh

come from the Christian Commission for Development in Bangladesh
(CCDB), although Christian Aid work with 14 partners in the Country.

From the Elders’' Meeting:

Pastoral Lists

Jon and the elders are about to embark on a review of the Passbral Li

try to ensure that each of the area visitor teams is up toggtrand able

to provide appropriate pastoral support. Some of the teams have been
depleted in recent years, and the review process will try to eagmur
members of St Andrew's to join visiting teams to provide adequate cove
for each arealf any member of the congregation is able to help with
pastoral visiting, please contact your area elder, or the church
secretary.

Harvest Service

The Harvest service will take place at the Communion Servicétion
October, and will be in the form of a traditional Harvest Festival sexvi
led by Jon. AHarvest Breakfastwill be held prior to the service starting

New Year's Day Service
As a new worship initiative, there will be a short service atrilfa
New Year's Day.

Street Pastors

Cheltenham Central Churches, including the URCIC, have supported
an initiative to introduce Street Pastors in Cheltenham, who will be

able to offer a helping hand to people in distress on Saturday nights
between 10pm and 4am. There will be a Prayer Day for the project,
at St Mary's Church on 31st October, and the scheme will be
launched on 5th December.

Thursday and Saturday Coffee Bars

There has been a further fall of support for the coffee bars, which
struggle on with only a few dedicated volunteers. The coffee bars
have become an attraction for many who attend regularly, as svell a
visitors, and are a central plank of the outreach work for St Andrew's
On the occasions when it has not been possible to run the bars
through lack of volunteers, regulars and visitors continue to turn up,
expecting some sort of outreach activity to be taking place at the
church. It is important that we try to keep the church buildings open
during weekdays, so if anyone is able to provide their support for this
important area of outreach, please contact the church secretary.

Mews Room Keys

If anyone knows the whereabouts of the keys to the steel shutters and
side gate, usually kept in the Mews Room, would they please contact
the church secretary?

Gift Aid
The quarterly claim for the refund of tax on donations made during thoel per

prriI to June amounted to £2,866. Thank you to all those who support th
church through offertory giving, whether or not you are in the Gift Aid
scheme. Any taxpayer not already in the scheme is welcor@te please
contact the Gift Aid Secretary (Roger Little)

at 9.30am. Jon is serving and would like some help so please voluntee
and let him know. The retiring offering will be for the Christiard
Commitment for Life programme in Bangladesh.



Leonard Cheshire Disability - Tea For Ability Week

A letter of thanks has been received from Leonard Cheshire Digabili soup & Chat

thanking the church for the contribution of £36.50 that was raised through the
collection tin put out at the Thursday and Saturday Coffee bars.

Contributions of articles, or points of view, for inclusion in the magazi wd wedneSday worsh~b

are always welcome. Please contact Roger Little

Correspondence
Eurovision Magazine - please contact the church secretary for a ?

copy. —— —

An Apache Indian Wedding Blessing
What a wonderful sentiment that is so simple for us to understand, yetSoup and chat
hard to live by. Something that our communities of love and faith could

strive to live by and share with one another. Murphy has a law!! When | am on my own in the kitchen 27 people come

for soup. Then with help from Peter and Lynn, 3, then on my own; 21. Do
you think though anyone would be inclined to help? The percentage of
churched to non churched coming for soup and chat is over 70% in favour
_ of new people coming in. Part of the visible mission of the churahbse t

Now you will feel no cold, open, but also to have a minister on site to meet and greet peopightit

For each of you will be warmth to the other. be amusing for me to have to play the role of Manuel from Faulty Towers
but it does mean that people are coming in and | am not able to speak with
them. (Two people are now coming to church due to the soup and CHAT)
This is part of our mission, please be a part of it if you can.

Now you will feel no rain,
For each of you will be shelter to the other.

Now there is no more loneliness,
For each of you will be companion to the other.

Now you are two bodies,
But there is one life before you.

. OPEN CHURCH at ST ANDREW’'S
Go now to your dwelling place,

To enter into the days of your togetherness. THE CHURCH IS OPEN FOR PRAYER, REFLECTION OR
And may your days be good and long upon the earth COMMUNION ON A WEDNESDAY AFTER SOUP AND CHAT.




Newsfrom The Church at Warden Hill

| recently heard, on the radio, a superb recording of a song, “As ®iment
summer” which has become one of my favourite Edward Elgar
compositions. It describes how a stream which has been running low,
suddenly rises because, way off in the mountains, it has been raining.
Similarly the human soul is sustained and fed by spiritual resothiaes

are not immediately obvious.

Sunday Preachers for October
4" Harvest Festival — Carole Pennington
11" Holy Communion at St Christopher’s led by Owen
18"  Holy Communion at URC led by Jon
25" Holy Communion at St Christopher’s led by Owen
Other Dates to Remember
7 October  Pensioners’ Forum at St Andrew’s at 10.30am

One of the faults of us preachers is that we spend such a loteofetiling Talk on diabetes — other dates on orange sheet.

our congregations what they should be doing for God — which is

important — but less time on what God does for us — which is far more 21 October — Church Meeting at 7.30pm. _
important. You might like to follow up this idea in your Bible reading. Pléase come along to hear about the progress being made towards the

Isaiah says “those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their streait LEP. The new Ecumenical Church Council has had its first meatidg
Paul says “l can do all things in Him who strengthens me”. has made various posts. This will see the LEP — the Church in Mvarde

Hill through to its first Annual General Meeting in April 2010.

| hope that you have been able to relax during the summer, though the

weather has been far from the “barbecue summer’ that we were OPeration Christmas Child _ _ _ _
promised.... Now we “rev-up” in the church programme and there are This autumn, we ask you to consider supporting Operation Christmas

many activities planned. Here are some items that, we hopdevit Child which is organised by the Christian Charity Samaritan’s Purse. You
interest to you. Bill Farrell are invited to find an ordinary shoe box and fill it with small teghool

supplies, sweets and other gifts for needy children around the world. The
Harvest Festival Weekend at the URC shoe boxes will be hand delivered to children in need, asking nothing
from them in return. Boxes are given to the neediest childrendiega
yof nationality, political background or religious beliefs. Last ye23
million shoe boxes were sent from the UK to children, in hospitals,
orphanages, Internally Displaced Persons Camps, homeless shadters a
impoverished neighbourhoods. The completed boxes need to be ready to
go the Cheltenham drop-off point betwekrand 15 Novemberso that
they can be distributed in time for Christmas.

On Saturdayd October we need your help in decorating the church from
10am until about 12 noon. Please come along... Do not say “somebod
will do it"!! We need you!!

Sunday 4 October the Harvest Festival and Family Service will
commence at 10.30am and will be led by Carol Pennington.

Monday5 October, the Harvest Supper will commence at 7pm. Tickets
are available from John and the Social Committee price £5. Proceed
from the weekend are to go to CFL — Palestine.

Lhristmas Fundraising - Webb Ivory Catalogues

Copies of these catalogues are now available in the vestibulRrGiadd
all proceeds will be added to church funds. Pat Brett will be ¢xdietts
receive any orders and it is planned to send a bulk order anthef
October. Pat Brett



