
Dear All,

It is at events such as the West Midlands Synod meeting that I 
recognise why I love the URC so much. Where else would you 
find the Moderator of General Assembly (in effect, the elected 
figurehead of the denomination) being asked to play the organ 
for worship? I was telling Anglican friends a few weeks ago that 
all URC ministers are paid the same, regardless of differences 
in length of service or posts of responsibility, so why shouldn’t 
the General Assembly Moderator be asked to help out – just as 
Glyn has done in the past?

Yet, society in general would find this system incomprehensible. 
Emphasis is on earning more and more and climbing the social 
ladder. In this period of economic meltdown, there will still be 
company directors and top managers expecting huge bonuses 
at the end of the year. How moral is that? Of course, we all like 
to be comfortable, warm, well-fed; we acknowledge that to reap 
the rewards we need to put in the effort. But the Church’s aims 
and society’s aims seem to be drifting further and further apart. 

This month, we remember the fallen in armed combat. How 
ironic that war brought the country closer together, in a unity of 
solidarity against a recognisable enemy. Today, the enemy lurks
within each of us – competition, greed, power. We have 
forgotten Jesus’ reminder: ‘the first shall be last and the last 
shall be first.’ The Church throughout the world needs to speak 
that message loud and long. Then, perhaps we shall all be 
happy to ‘play the organ’ when asked, as a sign of solidarity with 
our fellow humans.

Yours in Christ,
Maz 

THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH IN CHELTENHAM
From the church registers:
In Memoriam
Eva Pendlebury 1918 -2008
Eva was born in Bolton in Lancashire in 1918 where she married and 
lived until 1977 when she and her husband moved down to 
Cheltenham to be with their daughter Sylvia and her young family.  
Eva was a member of Prestbury URC for 25 years, an enthusiastic 
member of Marle Hill WI and an active supporter of Save the Children 
Fund. Her happy smile and caring nature will be greatly missed.

Our prayers: we hold in our prayers those who are ill as well as those 
who are or have been in hospital: Gilbert Aldridge, Ann Ashworth, 
Peter Coulthurst, Dennis Goldring, Hylda Greening, Mary Howes, 
Paulette Hyde, Dorothy Lamb, Mair McIndoe, Carole Pennington, 
Sadie Smyth, Jean & Brian Smith and Malcolm Tait.

Thank You
I should like to take this opportunity to thank all the kind people who 
wished me well during my recent chemotherapy treatment.  Your 
thoughts and sympathy raised my spirits during the not-so-good days.  
Margaret and I feel very fortunate to have had the support of the 
church during that stressful time. Peter Coulthurst

Funeral Service of Eva Pendlebury
Thank you to everyone who sent messages of condolence, attended 
Mum’s funeral service and contributed to the Building Fund collection.
A very special thank you to Maz who conducted the service. The 
Church was full, the flowers beautiful and I am sure Mum would have 
smiled and been pleased. Sylvia, Steve, Heidi and Amy Turfrey

Birthday Teas
The November/December Hatherley tea is on Sat. 13 December 3-
5pm. All with birthdays these months are welcome.  Thank you Maz 
on behalf of all those who have enjoyed tea, cake and chat throughout 
the year.



Pensioners’ Forum
The next talk will be held at St Andrew’s on Wednesday 5 November, 
10.30am – 11.30am.  The speaker is Lidl Vleck and she will be talking 
and demonstrating ‘Qi Gong’ which is exercises specifically designed 
for the Older Person.  Lidl already runs two sessions per month at St 
Andrew’s, so if you have been tempted why not come along and try out 
the taster session on Wednesday 5 November at 10.30am.

Tuesday Forum
11 November – Our speaker for the first Tuesday of the month will b 
Ann Grant whose subject will be ‘The Life and Loves of Lord Byron’.

25 November – Mrs Bess Cummins will speak to us – very 
appropriately – about Guy Fawkes.

Both meetings will be in the Garden Room at 2.30pm and will be 
followed by tea and biscuits.  All are welcome.

Bible Study Groups 
The Friday morning group at 51 Bournside Road and the Wednesday 
evening group at St Andrew’s continue to meet during November.  All 
newcomers will be very welcome.

C4 Children’s Choir – Christmas Musical
Rehearsals have now started every Friday at 6pm at Prestbury URC 
for the Christmas musical.  It’s not too late to join, all children who 
enjoy singing are welcome. Maz

Literary Group
Will meet on 19 November at Prestbury URC at 7.30pm to discuss the 
book ‘Beyond the Black Stump’ by Neville Shute. All newcomers are 
welcome.

KENYA 2008/9

We have passed £20,000!!

Still a little way to go yet, 
but thank you so much for your support.

*********

QUIZ NIGHT

Saturday 22 November
at St Christopher’s, Warden Hill

at 7.00pm
Are you good at general knowledge?  Can you find three other 

people to make up a team, if not don’t worry we will find you 
someone on the nights.  

Tickets £5.00 including supper and a drink
Available from Julie, Anne, Nathaniel and Maz

It is less than 12 weeks until we go to Kenya and we need to 
raise the last £5,000 – so please bring your friends and come 

and support us.



World Church & Mission
On the 11th of November I will board a plane to Amsterdam and from 
there to Tel Aviv. It is an ongoing commitment to be part of the human 
rights issues still being violated in the Holy Land.  The last few times 
of visiting, be through study or a representative of Christian 
Aid/Commitment for Life have had harrowing consequences. Sadness 
from a meeting with the Israeli Minister for internal affairs including 
security to such positive dialogue from a meeting with Yasser Arafat 
and his Fata movement in Ramallah. Meetings with three sides of the 
theological, diplomatic and cultural divide who see the situation as not 
God-like, not human and certainly unsustainable for any long term 
peace and reconciliation.

This time I go as a delegate to the Sabeel international conference held 
in East Jerusalem. 

Sabeel Purpose Statement

Sabeel is an ecumenical grassroots liberation theology movement 
among Palestinian Christians. Inspired by the life and teaching of 
Jesus Christ, this liberation theology seeks to deepen the faith of 
Palestinian Christians, to promote unity among them toward social 
action. Sabeel strives to develop a spirituality based on love, justice, 
peace, nonviolence, liberation and reconciliation for the different 
national and faith communities. The word "Sabeel" is Arabic for ‘the 
way‘ and also a ‘channel‘ or ‘spring‘ of life-giving water.

Sabeel also works to promote a more accurate international 
awareness regarding the identity, presence and witness of Palestinian 
Christians as well as their contemporary concerns. It encourages 
individuals and groups from around the world to work for a just, 
comprehensive and enduring peace informed by truth and empowered 
by prayer and action.

Palestinian Liberation Theology

Palestinian Liberation Theology is an ecumenical grassroots 
movement, rooted in Christian Biblical interpretation and nourished 
by the hopes, dreams and struggles of the Palestinian people.  
Originating in the land where Christ lived, this theology seeks to 
provide a holistic vision of God‘s redeeming activity in the midst of the 
current reality. In a situation where justice has been long neglected,
Palestinian Liberation Theology opens new horizons of understanding 
for the pursuit of a just peace and for the reconciliation proclaimed in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

By learning from Jesus - his life under occupation and his response to 
injustice - this theology hopes to connect the true meaning of Christian 
faith with the daily lives of all those who suffer under occupation, 
violence, discrimination, and human rights violations. Additionally, 
this blossoming theological effort promotes a more accurate 
international awareness of the current political situation and 
encourages Christians from around the world to work for justice and 
to stand in solidarity with the Palestinian people.

I ask you to pray for me and for Jo left behind as I go back to give a
paper to the conference, return to areas possibly Gaza to support 
friends and partners of Commitment for Life, Olive picking in the 
West Bank, as well as bringing back and sharing with you a newer and 
more up to date picture of the reality of what is going on in an ‘unholy 
land’.

I wish to enjoy the visit without being shot at again by Israeli forces so 
will try to be sensible, but our Lord does have something to say about 
justice, peace and standing up of those with no hope and voice of their 
own. Jon

Jon will be away from 11-20 November



STAND:  Situation Vacant!!

Helper at STAND yg

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.
Salary: Satisfaction in sharing and free tuck.

Only qualification needed; ‘Can you work with 
teenagers, and with Jon’?

On a serious note, we thank Amanda for her work with STAND yg all 
she has given, but now as she is no longer able to help; I, and the youth 
group need a female helper. We cannot continue without one. Good 
practice will not allow me to be with a group of boys and girls on my 
own. It is also not fair that a single point of view is put forward: Male V’s 
Female.

If you can help twice a month with a lively and very rewarding group of 
people then please speak to me ASAP. Jon

PROM PRAISE 2009
Royal Albert Hall - Sat. 4th April

Tickets & Coach approx. £40

Names by the end of October at the latest please, as tickets are 
on sale now.  Sig-up lists are in all churches.  Please don’t 
leave it too late.  Maz

Music at St Andrew’s in November

Saturday 1 November at 7.30pm
Philomusica 

Saturday 15 November at 7.30pm
Cheltenham Chamber Orchestra

Sunday 16 November at 3pm
Cheltenham Philharmonic

Monday 24 November at 7.30pm
Jazz Arts

Tuesday 25 November at 8pm
University Chamber Orchestra



Green Pastures
This lovely house in extensive gardens is situated between Poole and 
Bournemouth and within a mile from Branksome sands. Green 
Pastures is for anyone who needs some time, space, and perhaps a 
helping hand to take stock of life, to relax and rest.

I spent a few days at Green Pastures in early September and really 
benefited from the good food, comfy surroundings and care from the 
staff. Guests can come and go as they please, there isn’t a fixed 
programme to follow.

The house is very peaceful and welcoming. I particularly enjoyed the 
morning and evening prayer service in the Chapel within the house. 
There is an excellent local bus service about a quarter of an hours walk 
from Green Pastures (if you want to leave the car behind!). I visited 
Poole Quay, Bournemouth and Christchurch.

Christchurch Priory is an 11th century monastic church with a 
magnificent memorial stained glass window and 15th century Bell 
Tower. It’s very beautiful and dominates the historic town of 
Christchurch. Well worth a visit.  Please pick up the Green Pastures 
flyer and autumn update, which are in the Link Gallery. There are lots 
of Residential and Non-Residential courses on offer.  If you would like 
more information, please contact myself, or Rev Susan Nuttall.

Carole Wallace



Prestbury News
Harvest of Flowers 
The ladies of the Prestbury Flower Arranging Club transformed 
Prestbury URC with their imaginative arrangements on the subject of 
‘Harvest’. Large pedestals were in the vestibule, lobby and Church, 
every windowsill was decorated, a large four-tier construction was at 
the front of the church and the communion rail and organ were 
surrounded by glowing arrangements. Even the balcony was decorated!

Every day the church was busy with a stream of visitors to see the
flowers, to sample the cakes and to buy tickets in the two raffles. In the 
style of Chelsea – every flower arrangement had to go and many 
visitors were keen to win one.  Major talking points were the building 
plans for the church which were on display as well as an old 
photograph of the church taken (we suspect) in the late 19C.
On Sunday the wonderful flowers welcomed the congregation to 
Harvest Festival and we were pleased that the Church would still look 
so beautiful for Eva’s funeral on the Monday.

The event raised £1040 for the Building Fund. Grateful thanks must go 
to Lindsey McGowan and the Prestbury Flower Arranging Club, the 
church members and friends who provided cakes and staffed the 
church for the weekend, those individuals and companies who 
sponsored the arrangements and donated the generous raffle prizes and 
last but not least, to all those friends from Prestbury and the URCiC 
who came along and made the event such a success.

Alice Celebrates 101 ! Guess the total combined age of those who 
attended to win a Christmas stationery box
Friday 12th September was a really joyous day. Alice Boulter invited 
her church & village friends to join her at The King’s Arms in 
Prestbury to celebrate her 101st Birthday.

Alice now lives in Middlesbrough close to one of her daughters & 
frequently visits another of her daughters who lives in Tewkesbury. On 
her visits to Tewkesbury she comes to church just like she always did 
& it’s just like she has never been away.

It was lovely to share her celebration & I am sure everyone would like 
to thank Alice & her family for giving us the opportunity to share in 
this happy event. Forty people attended and during the proceedings a 
board was sent round & everyone wrote down their age.

It has been suggested to run a competition in aid of the Prestbury 
building fund. All you have to do is to guess the total number of years 
of all the ages added together. The age range was from just under 40 to 
101 years, so go on, please have a go. Entries are only £1 each & the 
nearest guess wins a box of Christmas stationery (wrapping paper, 
tags, cards, calendar etc.).

Please put your entries & entry fee in a sealed envelope & give it to 
Brian Miles, Keith Norcott or Wendy Gledhill. The closing date is 
Sunday 23rd November. In the event of a tie, the winner will be 
decided with a draw. The winner & answer will be published in the 
January edition of In Touch. Wendy Gledhill.



Kenya Quiz Night Saturday 22nd November 2008 
at St Christopher’s, Warden Hill at 7.00pm
Are you good at general knowledge?  Can you find three other people 
to make up a team, if not don’t worry we will find you someone on the 
night.  Please come along and support the Kenya project at this fun 
evening.  Tickets are available from Julie, Anne, Nathaniel and Maz at 
a cost of £5.00 including supper and a drink. It is less than 12 weeks 
until we go to Kenya and we need to raise the last £5,000 – so please 
bring your friends and come and support us.

November Coffee Morning 
The November Coffee morning is on Saturday 1st November 2008 at 
10.30. Please come along and enjoy the Coffee, goodies and 
fellowship.

11th November ; Remembrance Sunday –
‘We will remember them’
There will be the usual service at The War Memorial, Prestbury, 
starting at 10.45 a.m. followed by the Communion Service back at The 
U.R.C. at approximately 11.05 a.m. The retiring collection will be in 
aid of ‘Combat Stress’; this charity works to alleviate the effects of 
conflict on service people. During the service at The War Memorial 
the church will be open for those who wish to go there instead.

The Prestbury URC Meeting –
Now Sunday 7th December  c.11.30am
Please do come and join us for this important meeting which will now 

take place directly after our Sunday morning worship on 7th December 
in the church.

The Prestbury ‘Christmas Cracker’ –
Saturday 6th December  10.30 - 2.00
Please come and join us for our annual Christmas Event. This year it 
will be even more ‘Christmassy’ with stalls for cards (including ones 
with local views), paper, gift tags, local calendars and other Christmas 
supplies. The Church will be decorated and everyone will have a 
chance to help dress the Christmas tree. There will be cakes and 
preserves to buy as well as a chance to win on the tombola, raffle and 
other games. Coffee and light lunches will be served and afterwards 
there will be readings of Christmas Poetry and Prose.

We all have Christmas cards in the house that we will never send so 
you can give them to us to sell! We also need gift tags and paper, and 
donations of raffle prizes, homemade cakes and preserves will be 
gratefully received. Please note that this year there will NOT be stalls 
for second-hand items such as bric-a-brac. 

Prestbury URC 

!A Christmas Cracker!

Christmas Stalls ~ Games  
Coffees ~ Lunches ~ Cakes

Dress the Tree ~ Christmas Readings

Saturday 6 December 
10.30 – 2.00



St Andrew’s News
November Communion Offering 
Everyman Club
Founded by Jan Stafford, this is a social club for people of all ages 
with learning difficulties. The club meets every Tuesday from 7-9pm 
at Parklands Community Centre, off Wymans Road, Whaddon, 
Cheltenham. There is an annual fee of £3.50 per person for 
membership of the community centre. The club relies on voluntary 
help and charitable donations.  If you would like to know more about 
the club, for someone you care for to attend, or as a helper, or just to 
pay them a visit, then please contact Jan or Noel on 01242 254676.

Subscriptions for 2009 are now due, at a cost of £18.70.  Please make 
any cheques payable to ‘URCiC’ and forward to Edith Stalker by 14 
November.

Dursley Tabernacle Bicentenary Celebrations
A list has been placed on the notice board in the Link Gallery for 
anyone intending to go to any of the John Bell events on Sat Nov 15th

and Sun Nov 16th.  If you are able to offer transport, or if you would 
like transport, please indicate this on the list.  Closing date for 
organising travel is 11 November. 

From the Elders’ Meeting
Thanks are given to Drs’ Geoff and Elizabeth Moss for their inspiring 
talk to the Elders on Tuesday 14th of October. It was unfortunate that 
elders from other URCiC churches were not able to be present but the 
subject matter was exactly what so many of us in churches think we 
know until we are called to rationalise the process of what we do and 
how we feel about doing it.  There is an opportunity to continue the 
course started and kindly offered for the continuance of witness and 
ministry. Please speak to Roger Little or Jon and a future date can be 
arranged

Remembrance Service
The service will take place on Sunday 9 November and will start at 
the earlier time of 10.45 am to allow the ATC to parade from the war 
memorial into the church.

Church Meeting
The next church meeting at St Andrew’s will be held immediately 
after the service on Sunday 23 November, starting at 12.30 pm.

St Andrewstide Service
This service will be held on Sunday 30 November.

Jump for Joy Services
From November, these will be held on the 3rd Sunday in the month 16 
November.

Social Events at St Andrew’s
At the November elders’ meeting, there will be a discussion of ideas 
for new social events or groups in the church. If you have an idea for a 
social occasion that you would like discussed, please contact any of 
the elders.

Carol Singing for Christian Aid
This will take place at Morrisons, Hatherley, on Saturday 20 
December – if you would like to join in, please contact Andrew Veal.



St Nikolaus Fayre – 13 December
We are doing it again, bigger and we hope better this year: Saturday 
13th December 10 until 2 pm. Please tell your friends, be prepared to 
take some fliers to distribute to houses on your street; maybe have a 
stall, but put it in your diary that this is a social event not to be missed. 
For tables, please contact Bob Alger or David Black, or general 
enquiries, Jon on 692974   Please save items to be sold by the stalls 
listed in the advertisement.  Goods to be taken in on the evening of 
12th and morning of 13th.  

St NIKOLAUS’ & 
CHRISTMAS GRAND FAYRE

SATURDAY 13th DECEMBER   
10am – 2pm

LOTS OF STALLS INCLUDING: Home made cakes 
and preserves, Christmas items, raffle, jewellery, 

cosmetics & toiletries, cards, tombola, collectables, 
presents, crafts, holly, home made sweets, white 

elephant, children’s toys, continental items, lucky dip, 
books, games etc.

Meet St Nikolaus at 1100 & 12.30 
with free gifts for the children

Entrance £1 – with a Glass of Gluhwein or Tea/Coffee & 
a mince pie Children Free

��

I have become a Recycling Champion!!
Cheltenham Borough Council accept batteries for recycling at Swindon 
Road Depot – but most of our domestic batteries end up in our wheely 
bins or binbags and so get taken to landfill.  I am happy to collect used 
household batteries from you and take them to Swindon Road, please 
pass them on to me or leave them in my pigeon hole.

Ann Lewis

Correspondence – placed in the Link Gallery
�x Materials from Synod held on 111008 
�x Youth Ministries Day at Barnes Close 201108
�x Holy  Land Holiday Pilgrimage September 2009
�x Oberammergau September 2010
�x St Basil’s – dealing with homelessness
�x Record  from General Assembly 2008
�x Encounter – URC Retreats Group
�x Windermere Centre – Vision4Life
�x Crossways – Conference and Retreat centre
�x My Church – children’s voices
�x Society of Mary & Martha- retreats etc.
�x Energy4Life – inter Assembly event – revised – Loughborough 

11/12 July 2009

��
��



Warden Hill News by Diana and Brian Miles

By the time you read this article all members of Warden Hill URC will 
have received a letter inviting then to attend a Special Church
Meeting on Tuesday 4th November at 7.30pm. The purpose of the 
meeting is to discuss the draft constitution concerning our church and 
St. Christopher’s church becoming a Local Ecumenical Partnership, or 
an LEP as we refer to it.  Prior to the meeting you will also have 
received a document setting out the constitution along with some 
supporting papers.   I would ask you all to find time to read the papers 
before the special meeting so that we can fully discuss their content.  
As the letter says, YOUR OPINION is not only important but also 
vital. If you require transport to or from the meeting please let me 
know.

The Grapevine: as you may have noticed the Sunday handout is now 
being produced by Lorna Dewhurst.   She has taken this job on from 
Pauline White and myself so if you have any items that you need to go 
into the Grapevine, please let Lorna have them.   Her telephone 
number and email address are on the back page.   To allow time for 
preparation and printing, Lorna would like any items by Wednesday 
evening.

The Bellringers at St. Christopher’s recently appealed for more 
members and are pleased to say that their ranks have grown by 3.   If 
you are interested it is not too late to consider joining them, please 
speak to Isabel or Reg Hitchings.  The choir at St Christopher’s would 
also welcome new members.   If you would like to join them or even 
just talk about it please speak to Duncan or any choir members.  They 
would really like to welcome some new members from the URC.

Traidcraft: Sue Hiley who has looked after the ordering, receiving 
and pricing of Traidcraft material wishes to be replaced due to their 
impending move.   At the moment we may be able to find someone to 
receive and price up but we still need to find someone to place orders.  
If you are interested in helping with this good work, please see Sue, 
Carole or Celia.                                                                                                                             

Film Night: you may already know that our next showing will be on 
Saturday afternoon 1st November.  The film will be Prince Caspian and 
will be shown at 2.30 with doors open at 2pm.  The film is cert. PG so 
do come along and bring your children or grandchildren.  Entrance is 
free.

Community Film Night
Saturday 1 November

At 2.30pm (doors open at 2.15pm)

The Chronicles of Narnia
Prince Caspian (PG)

Free Entry - Family and Friends Welcome
Refreshments available

Remembrance Sunday: on Sunday November 9th the morning 
service is at St Christopher’s and will start at 10.15 in the church and 
move outside (weather permitting) for the Act of Remembrance at 11 
am.  Crosses will be provided for representatives of the various church 
groups.  If you would like one to lay as a personal cross for someone, 
please contact Roy McBane at St Christopher’s.  The communion 
service will conclude in the church afterwards.  



Christmas Fair:  this year we are holding a united event and it will be 
on Saturday 29th November in St Christopher’s hall.  Some of the 
usual items will be for sale but we will also include a craft section.  
There will be posters available and help as usual will be required for 
the preparation and on the day.  Please see posters for up to date 
information and times.

Pantomime:   I am pleased to say that there will be a pantomime again 
after Christmas entitled ‘The Princess and the Sprout’.   You will 
probably remember last year’s excellent production and it is hoped that 
the coming show will be at least as good if not better.  So that you can 
book the date the shows will be on Friday and Saturday 13th and 14th

March.  The group are looking for all sorts of help from taking part, 
making costumes, set design and building work.  If you feel inclined to 
help in any way, please contact Val Hobbs, and especially if you feel 
able to take part phone Val on 573375.

Services:  during November are as follows:-
2nd Family Worship at the URC conducted by Maz when the two youth 
workers from the South Cheltenham Group will come along to 
introduce themselves and meet us.  Their names are Sarah Powell and 
Tom Goddard.
9th commencing at 10.15am Remembrance Service including 
communion conducted by Owen.
16th service including communion led by Owen at the URC.
23rd  communion service at St Christopher’s led by Owen.
30th  morning service at the URC led by Rev John Burgess.
Two dates for your diary for December:
14th Christingle Service at the URC with Maz
15th   Monday Carol supper at 7pm at the URC.

Diana & Brian Miles

URC in CHELTENHAM MORNING PRAYERS
11.30am – 12noon EVERY Tuesday at Warden Hill
Date Readings Prayer Issues
4 November Psalm 100

Matt 25 1-13
Brockworth Area, Brockworth URC
Bible Study Groups
Aids Victims and support
Prayers for the world

11 November Psalm 101
Matt 25 14-30 

Abbeydale area, LEP at Abbeydale
County Ecumenical Officer, Wedding Ministry
Prayers for the world

18 November Psalm 102
Matt 24 31-46

Gloucester City. Gloucester URC
Hospital, Cathedral, Prison Chaplaincy
Prayers for the world

24 November Psalm 103
Mark 13 24-37

Gloucestershire County, Area URC Churches
St Stephen’s Orphanage, in Kenya
Prayers for the world



                                                         JOHN BELL WEEKEND 
                                   15-16th November 2008 Dursley Tabernacle

As part of Dursley Tabernacle’s bicentenary celebrations, John 
Bell, well known hymn writer and speaker from the Iona 
Community, will visit the church over the weekend of November 
15th and 16th. 

On the Saturday he will speak in the morning and afternoon 
10am-12.30pm, 1.30-4pm. 
The first session will be entitled ‘Rediscovering our Roots’. 
John Bell writes: ‘Most Christians, particularly when it’s the 
anniversary year of a building or denomination, tend to become 
misty-eyed about tradition. However, for many people, tradition 
is only as old as their childhood. If we dig back deep enough, 
there are radical expressions of faith, which can be recognised 
at the Reformation, in the Celtic Church, and in the 1st Century 
primitive Church, which may just be seeds for our growing in the 
21st Century. During the morning, these are the things we will 
explore.’

The afternoon session will be entitled: ‘Rediscovering the 
Bible as the People’s Book’ . John comments: ‘Though one of 
the historical intentions of the Reformed Church was to make 
the Bible accessible to all people. The last four centuries have 
led to many people seeing the book as a collection of 
questionable stories and sayings which require gifted 
intellectuals for their unlocking. This is a very shallow 
assessment of a very deep book, which should primarily be for 
and of the people. Through some reflective conversation and 
reassessment of the scriptures, the intention of the afternoon 
sessions will be to rehabilitate the Bible as the fond possession 
of all believers, irrespective of their theological pedigree.’

John will preach on Sunday morning (10.30am) and then 
hold a Big Sing at 6pm with songs from the Iona Community 
and from around the world. 

We want to give an open invitation to all the churches in our 
synod to come and hear John Bell at any of these events. There 
is no charge, but donations towards the cost of the weekend will 
be accepted. We are not issuing tickets – the church can seat 3-
400 – we hope we will have enough room for everyone! 
However, due to a delay in the church redevelopment, the 
seating is all pews so bring a cushion for comfort if you are 
coming all day on Saturday! Light lunches (rolls, sandwiches, 
cakes etc) will be available for a small cost on Saturday. There 
will be morning and afternoon tea and coffee breaks. We are not 
able to offer crèche or children’s activities on the Saturday and 
would advise that this day is not suitable for children. We will 
have a Junior Church on Sunday morning and the Big Sing will 
be fun for all ages. 
If you intend to come it would help for catering purposes if you 
could let us know numbers either by phone or by email (see 
contact details below).

Dursley Tabernacle is situated in the centre of Dursley (Junction 
13 off the M5 and follow signs on A38/A4135)) on the only 
traffic light junction in the town. There is all day parking behind 
the swimming pool (turn left at the lights) or on local streets 
(turn right at the lights).  For more details contact Dursley 
Tabernacle, 3 Parsonage Street, Dursley, Gloucestershire, 
GL11 4BW, Tel: 01453 542344; www.dursleytab.org.uk



St Andrew’s

‘JUMP FOR JOY’

Sunday 16 November
9.30am – 10am

Informal Short Service for all the family 

This will be a regular service on the 
         third Sunday of the month

PLEASE NOTE. PLEASE ENSURE THAT ITEMS FOR 
THE DECEMBER 2008 & JANUARY 2009 ISSUE REACH 
THE NOMINATED CONTRIBUTORS OR THE CHURCH
OFFICE BY TUESDAY 18 NOVEMBER.   

DISTRIBUTION DAY IS SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2008


