
Jottings October 2009 

 

Have you noticed something going on, an air of expectancy, almost 

optimism?  No, I am not talking about the money coming into the URCiC 

coffers, but about something growing, calming yet challenging welling up 

within our fellowships. 

 

It is beginning to happen, a vision planted in those who have been crying 

out to the Lord, those who despite their fears and frustrations over the 

visible lack of „God making everything the way we want it, and now‟, are 

finding a sense of Spiritual confidence; He is working as we seek his 

plans for His Church! 

 

I cannot define how, and I cannot explain why, but people are looking 

outwards more, a sharing of conversations about not just our future, but 

how we minister within our fellowship and in our communities, they are 

taking place in the strangest of places. 

 

What this boils down to is the recognition that Christ is in everything we 

are doing, saying and being. I thank God for that, and pray that it might 

continue, every day increasing so that our lives are more reliant upon 

God‟s grace rather than our ability to speak for God, design his plans 

however ultimately disappointed when what we do fails If we are not 

reliant upon God‟s revelation for His church, then whatever we do is 

bound to be Godless, and will in the long term not have the solid 

foundation needed to support the work. 

 

I have said to all three churches that the Holy Spirit is tinkering with us, 

even at Toddlers, at soup and chat; he certainly is putting me through my 

paces as I try to keep up with three fellowships, meetings, planning 

strategies and the events list whilst Maz is on Sabbatical 

 

We are waiting, still with so many wants and dreams, and that goes 

against our human nature, but I am thankful that in our patience, we are 

growing in faith and conviction.  

 

So, as winter arrives ever closer, and the central heating fires up, let us 

feel the warmth of the Holy Spirit individually and together, worshipping 

in warmth, fired up to face the sometimes chilly response outside. 

 

I thank God for the life and witness of our churches and this ministry, and 

continue with you all to pray for its growth so that we can all enjoy the 

omnipresence of the Lord as he leads us on. 

 

Blessing; JON 

 

 
PS The Minister will be on holiday from Monday 16 November for one 

week, please contact Church Secretaries in an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some humour: 

 

An African preacher, speaking on the text, „What shall it profit a man if 

he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?‟ argued that people can 

lose their souls by being too charitable. His congregation were 

astonished, but he went on to explain: 

 

„Many people attend church, hear the sermon and as soon as the service is 

over, divide it among their fellows, this part for the man, and that verse 

for that woman, and such and such for Mr X and this particular challenge 

for Mrs. Y – on and on they would go. In this way, they give away the 

whole sermon and keep none for themselves.  

 

Thanks to Murray Watts for that.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH IN CHELTENHAM 

In Memoriam 

It is with sadness we announce the death of Hylda Greening.  Hylda 

joined St Andrew‟s in the 70‟s and was a lively and active member of the 

Church.  Although she suffered from osteoporosis for many years her 

strong faith and battle against the illness was an example to us all.  She 

was a keen supporter and advocate of the Osteoporosis Society and helped 

many women who suffered from the same illness.  Please remember 

Elizabeth and Andrew and their families in your prayers. 

 

RIP – John Horner – 29
th

 December 1923 – 27
th

 September 2009 

John was an engineer by trade working at GAC and Dowty‟s until he 

retired.   His hobbies were gardening and train spotting.  We remember 

Peggy and her family in our prayers. 

 

Our prayers: we hold in our prayers those for whom we are concerned:  

Margaret Apperley, Elizabeth and George Apps, Ann Ashworth, Jeane 

Combes, Margaret Coulthurst, Beryl Davies, Dan Gillies, Joyce Goldring, 

Mary Howes, Dorothy Lamb, Donald Lambley, Mair McIndoe, Tom 

Nancarrow, Sandy McKenzie, Carole Pennington, Betty Price, Joy and 

Nick Smith, Sadie Smyth, and Luke Wilson.   

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Julie Jefferies who has passed her Lay Preaching  

qualification and who is now a Nationally Accredited Lay Preacher.  Well 

done Julie, we look forward to hearing you preach in the not too distant 

future. 

 

Wedding 

Congratulations to Sandra and Anthony Kersting who were married at St 

Andrew‟s on 24 October.  We wish them God‟s blessings on their future 

life together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Forum – Garden Room at St Andrew’s 

10 November Claire Collins, a retired Nanny, will speak to us about her 

life with the Rich and Not So Famous.  24 November, a speaker new to 

Tuesday Forum, Amy Wollacott, will tell us a story, intriguingly called 

„Here be Dragons‟.  Both talks will be in the Garden Room at St 

Andrew‟s at 2.30pm followed by the usual refreshments.  All are welcome 

do come along and join us.  

 

URCiC Walking Group 

The next walk will take place on Friday 20 November meet at The Plough 

Inn, Ford at 10am.  If you require transport please contact Roger Little. 

 

Reading Group 

The next issue of the Reading Group will be on Wednesday 4 November 

2009 at Prestbury URC.  The book under discussion will be 'A Thousand 

Splendid Suns' by Khaled Hosseini. I am sure that this book will give 

plenty of differing views for discussion. New members are very welcome. 

Contact me if you wish to know any more. 

Mary Cummings 

 

 

 

STAND yg 
 

 

 

 

STANDyg meets on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sunday of the month at Warden Hill 

on 25
th

 October and then alternating between Warden Hill and St 

Andrew‟s. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Reform 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reform is the magazine of the United Reformed Church.  Subscriptions 
are now due for 2010 and cheques for £19.80 payable to „E Stalker‟ 
should be with me by 22 November 2009. 
 
From January 2010 you will receive copies by post to your home address.  
Thank you for your continued support.  Any new subscribers will be 
welcome    
       Edith Stalker 
 

Pensioners’ Forum – Wednesday 4 November 

Next meeting will be on Wednesday 4 November in the Garden Room at 

St Andrew‟s.  The subject is „What can your Pharmacy offer you?” and 

the speaker is Gary Barber from James Pharmacy.  The role of the 

Pharmacist has chanced dramatically over the last few years, nowadays 

we are urged to go to our Pharmacist first before going to our GP; 

especially if it is swine flue!!  So come along and find out how your local 

Pharmacy can help you.   The coffee bar will be open from 10am and the 

talk will start at 10.30am and last about an hour.  Please bring along any 

neighbours or friends who may be interested.  Don’t forget soup and 

chat will be available after the talk. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Pantomime 2010 
 

 

 

Well, rehearsals for “Robin Hood & his band of merry persons” are in full 

swing and, as usual, the cast are throwing themselves into it with great 

gusto!  This year, we have a cast comprising only young people under the 

age of 18. 

 

However, those of you who happen to be a little older than that needn‟t 

think you‟ve escaped my clutches – oh no you haven‟t!!!  I‟m always on 

the look out for willing victims (whoops, volunteers) to help with things 

backstage and, when the time comes, front of house duties.  I‟m 

particularly keen to find someone who would be able to take charge of the 

props, so if anyone feels they could help, PLEASE see me. 

 

We do have a little problem, at present, regarding performance dates and 

these may need to be altered, so WATCH THIS SPACE for final 

confirmation, but tickets will be available early in the new year. 

 

     Val Hobbs (c/o St Christophers’) 

 
 

 

         SOUL CAFÉ  

                  at 

     PRESTBURY URC 
 

Every 4th Sunday 6pm – led by Revd. Daniel Papworth 
Chat & Refreshments.  All welcome. 

                       

22 November  Community 



 

URC in CHELTENHAM MORNING PRAYERS 

11.30am – 12noon EVERY Tuesday at Warden Hill 

Date Readings Prayer Issues 

3 November Psalm 130 

Mark 12 38-44 

Golden Valley, Fiddlers Green area, Pates Grammar 

School and GCHQ 

Christian Aid and Commitment for Life 

Warden Hill Elders 

Prayers for the World  

10 November Psalm 131 

Mark 13 1-8 

The Staverton area, The Airport and Industries 

Remembrance Day and Victims of War 

The URCiC Church Council 

Prayers for the world 

17 November Psalm 132 

John 18 33-37 

Churchdown area, local Churches and RAF 

Innsworth  

Members who have moved away 

The World Council of Churches 

Prayers for the World 

24 November Psalm 133 

Luke 21 25-36 

Coombe Hill/Tewkesbury Area, Knightbridge 

Nursing Home 

The newly baptised 

J4J Team 

Prayers for the World 

 

 

Community Film Evening  

At Warden Hill 

         Saturday 21 November 
 

               At 2.30pm (doors open at 2.15pm) 

 

We are looking for ideas for a film to be 

shown.   Suggestions to Brian or John 
 

Free Entry - Family and Friends Welcome 

Refreshments available 

 

 

‘JUMP4JOY’ 
                  At St Andrew’s 

                           15 November 

                             9.30am – 10am 

Informal Short Service for all the family  
 

 

 

 

Gloucester Choral Society 

Concert at Gloucester Cathedral 

Saturday 14 November at 7.30pm 

 

 Programme: Mendelssohn: Hymn of praise 

   Haydn: Te Deum in C 

   Mendelssohn: Hear my prayer 

 

 Musical Director: Adrian Partington 

 

Tickets £5 to £20, available from www.gloucesterchoral.com, or on the 

door 
 

 

Music at St Andrew’s in October 

Concert by Blue Moon Harmony 

Saturday 28 November 

At 7.30pm 

 

 



 

 

St Andrews grand Christmas 
Fair  

Saturday 5
th

 December at 10 am  

 
Put the date in your diary NOW! 

We are planning all the usual stalls and 
attractions, so now is the time to put your good 
quality collectibles and bric-a-brac to one side. 
Also if you can provide produce for the Cake 
Stall, please speak to Kate Alger. 
We need extra help on the planning committee 
this year and lots of transport and help with 
setting up on Friday evening December 4

th
, as 

well as on the day itself. 
If you can help with this major fund-raiser for the 
Church, please speak to Bob Alger, Peter 
Ricketts or David Black 

 
 

Celtic Spirituality, starting with a brief outline of the 

history, and informal leading to the life and theology of the 

Celtic Christian. The ideas coming from this ancient belief 

will be eye opening as we look at ‘Christ within, behind, in 

front, above and below’. The Christ who is in everything 

created. This might prove interesting to those who come to 

my evening Iona Style services at St. Andrew’s I have also 

included a part on the structure of one of the many Iona 

worship styles. 
 
Introduction to Celtic Christianity 
Celtic Christians see life as a pilgrimage, use earthy yet poetic prayers, 

and have a vivid sense of saints, angels and the unseen world.  They 

believe that what is deepest in us is the image of God. Sin has distorted 

but not erased it. However, the struggle against evil in the human and the 

spirit world is real. Memorising Scripture, praying daily following the 

natural rhythm of the sun and the seasons, and working with a soul friend 

to overcome destructive passions are a means to this.  The early Celtic 

churches were communities of work, prayer and hospitality at the heart of 

local life, and those with a Celtic vision seek to restore these features to 

church life today.  The Celtic way of mission is to plant the experience of 

Christ within the natural patterns of the people, to be friendly towards all 

people of good will and respect other faiths.  Many people today see 

Celtic spirituality as a way to weave together again the separated strands 

of Christianity, and to heal a fragmented world. 

 
History 
The pagan Celts occupied central and western Europe for many centuries 

before the time of Christ, but Roman troops eventually pushed them to the 

western fringes of the continent. They settled in Britain, Ireland and Gaul 

(France).  It was among the Celtic peoples that Christianity first came to 

Britain.   

 

When the Roman forces withdrew from Britain around the year 410, 

Christianity nearly died out. However, Christ-like personalities 

established loving Christian communities to which multitudes responded. 

They included St Martin (in France), St Ninian (in Scotland), St Patrick 



and St Brigid (in Ireland), St Illtyd, St Samson and St David (in Wales 

and Brittany).   

 

In the 6th century, Ireland became "a land of saints and scholars" and sent 

out "wanderers for the love of God" across Europe. St Columba 

established a monastery on the island of Iona in Scotland.  At the same 

time, pagan Anglo-Saxons (the English) colonised what is now England. 

In the year 631, St Aidan was sent from Iona to evangelise them from the 

island of Lindisfarne, on England's north-east coast. Lindisfarne 

missionaries won the hearts of the English and reached as far south as 

London. 

 

The Pope also sent a mission to the English, led by Augustine. In 664, the 

rules of the Roman mission were laid upon the English, and later upon all 

Britain and Ireland. Anglo-Saxon Christian leaders trained by Aidan‟s 

mission, notably Cuthbert and Hilda, accepted the new framework but 

maintained the Celtic spirituality. 

 

This spirituality went underground, but something of its spirit surfaced in 

the poetry, customs or household prayers in the western Celtic fringes. 

Many of these poems and prayers were gathered in the 19th century to 

form a collection known as The Carmina Gadelica. 

 

In 1938, George McCleod, a Church of Scotland minister, rebuilt Iona‟s 

ancient abbey, fulfilling a prophecy of St Columba, and founded the 

modern Iona Community. Since the 1980s, Celtic-style books of prayers 

by David Adam, vicar of Lindisfarne, have became widely popular, as 

have a wave of books about Celtic Christianity, study courses, and Celtic 

interest networks. 

 

 

 

Worship 

What do we do at Iona Style Worship? Well the first thing is that we sit in 

a round, there are no corners, no backs of heads, and thus all people are in 

the circle of life and worship. Sister sits next to brother, all together in one 

continuous circle. (Celtic weave theology) 

 

The leader is part of that circle, and a small table is inside the circle, and 

at the beginning, often with each response, a symbol is placed on the 

table. An example of this is: 

Leader:  Come to us this night, O God, 

ALL:   Come to us with light – (lighted candle is placed on the 

table and lit) 

Leader: Speak to us this night, 

ALL:   Speak to us you truth (A bible is placed on the table) 

Leader:  Dwell with us this night, O God 

ALL:   Dwell with us in love. (A cross is placed on the table) 

 

Songs are sung, some are known, but others are taught as the worship 

continues. There is not the formality of what so many understand by 

„normal worship‟. With our prayers, they are responsive, sometimes with 

a line of a chant sung, or some words, which reflect the sentiment of the 

individual prayers. 

 

Worshippers are invited to share with the group situations and experiences 

they have encountered during the past month, or even the last day, so a 

sharing for those who wish takes place. 

 

Readings are used to introduce a short reflection, and we are able to share 

our understanding of the passage used for the day. They tend to be themed 

readings, dealing with specific issues in our world, or in our personal 

lives. 

 

Our prayers continue, prayers of concern, prayers of confession, and 

prayers for ourselves and others nearby. Again, each one is offered by the 

use of simple responses, and by this, everyone is included whether or not 

they offer spoken prayer or not. 

 

When we have Communion, we all say together a prayer of invocation, 

and a prayer of thanksgiving. The bread and wine are blessed, reminding 

us that they are ordinary things made Holy but the action of God through 

Jesus in the world. The bread and the wine are served one to another right 

round the circle ending up with the leader to be served. We serve one 

another, because we are part of one people of God. The shared cup is used 

also as a sign of the corporate act of redemption given through the blood 

of Christ. Thus, we all share in the one-cup as in the one blood. (Should 



some people feel unable to share the common cup, then they are free to 

have their own small glass.) 

 

A sign of peace and reconciliation is given to each other after the 

communion. 

 

The worship closes not just with a song, but with closing responses, 

placing into God‟s hands the night, the rest we are given, the peace and 

love freely given and an assurance of God‟s protection during the night. 

 

That is a very brief generalisation of Iona Worship. But one of the 

important aspects for people new to his style of worship is the informality 

of it. There is no embarrassment in not knowing the tunes; also as 

everything is written down, no one need feel left out. The worship is about 

recognising the time of day, the people around, that Christ is in everything 

done, said and thought. Celtic spirituality as I said last month seeks to see 

Christ in the stranger and the familiar, in the darkness as well as the light, 

and in the suffering as well as the joy. 

 

There is time within the worship to reflect, to meditate, and to seek 

renewal through spiritual silence rather than rushing through to the end 

within a set period of time. 

 

This is just a brief introduction to Iona style worship. I am happy to 

explore some differing orders for worship with you and bring them to 

Prestbury or The Church in Warden Hill.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prestbury News 
 

Remembrance Sunday- 8
th

 November 

The annual village Service of Remembrance will begin at 10.45 at the 

War Memorial and our own service, led by Julie Jefferies, will begin at 

approximately 11.15. Afterwards there will be a retiring collection in aid 

of Combat Stress. The URC will be open as usual from 10.30 for those 

who wish to sit in quietly in Church. Because Julie cannot give 

Communion our monthly Communion Service will take place the 

following week. 

  

November Coffee Morning 

 

Please join us for the November Coffee Morning on 

the 7
th

 November at 10.30 and do stay on for „Anne 

Grant‟s Wedding‟ where she, Keith and Elvina 

Norcott will be performing the ‘Rime of the Ancient 

Mariner’  - if you would like to dress as for a 

wedding then that will add to  the atmosphere. There 

is no specific charge for this event but donations are 

welcome and will go towards the Hall renovation. 

 

 

Special Coffee Morning in aid of Open the Book - props 

We will be holding a special coffee morning to raise money for scarves 

and props for the Open the Book teams at Whaddon, Lynworth and 

Prestbury.  Please come along to Prestbury URC on Saturday 21
st
 

November from 10.30-12.00 to support us. There will be coffee, cake, 

fellowship and a raffle. If you are able to help o on the day or bake please 

contact Marion Beagley () or Julie Jefferies (2). 

 

  

Advance Notice of some Christmas Events 

Our next big fundraiser will be our Christmas Fair on Saturday 12
th

 

December at 10.30. Because of this there will be no Coffee Morning on 

the first Saturday – instead members of the congregation will be 

decorating the Church for Christmas. 

 

Tickets (£6) are available for the Christmas Concert by the 

Gloucestershire Police Choir at All Saints‟ on Friday 11
th

 December at 

7.30. They have kindly donated the proceeds to the 

Kenya Fund. Please do come along and support them – 

the choir is always worth listening to.  

 

On the afternoon of Saturday 5
th

 December  the Real 

Christmas event will again be held at St Mary‟s. There 

will be charity stalls but also prayers and readings, Carol 

Singing, opportunities to try hand bell ringing, and of 

course refreshments, including mulled wine. 

 

The village Christmas Cards and Calendars are going well – please 

contact me if you would like to place an order – proceeds in aid of the 

URC. 

 

 

In Touch – Contributions always welcomed  

Please either see Ian Brooks at Church or forward all contributions to him 

directly via e-mail (ianbrooks444@btinternet.com).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Andrew’s News 
November Communion Offering 

The Cotswold Listener 

The Cotswold Listener is a talking newspaper for people who are 

registered visually impaired. It serves the North Cotswolds and 

complements local newspapers, and is distributed free of charge by the 

Post Office.  Weekly ninety minute C90 tapes of news and articles are 

recorded by volunteers and issued for use on normal domestic tape 

players.  When the cassettes are returned they are cleaned and re-wound 

for the next recording.  The upgrade from tape to CD and MP3 player 

systems is enabling a faster copying and distribution service and has 

allowed the newspaper to continue to provide support to visually impaired 

people.  A talking magazine on topics of general interest is also produced.  

The residents of many nursing homes are taking advantage of the 

Cotswold Listener, and they can choose to listen in a group or alone.  

Some residents listen along with their families.  It is a great way of 

keeping up to date with what's happening around them. 
 

Operation Christmas Child 

The appeal for Operation Christmas Child, which is organised by the 

Christian charity Samaritan‟s Purse, is drawing to a close.  The completed 

shoe boxes need to be ready in time to go to the Cheltenham Drop-Off 

point between 1
st
 and 18

th
 November, so that they can be distributed in 

time for Christmas.  Thank you to everyone who has provided gifts for the 

appeal, however, if you have not yet done so, there is still a little time 

remaining to donate a gift or two, if you are able - all gifts will be 

gratefully received. 

 

From the Elders' Meeting: 

World Church and Mission 

After many years of faithful service, the World Church and Mission 

Committee has disbanded, and responsibility for this area of the 

church, including co-ordinating appeals for the URCiC Emergency 

Fund, has passed to United Church Council.  Members of the 

Committee are thanked for their work over the years. Andrew Veal 

remains our Christian Aid and Commitment for Life representative. 
 

Remembrance Day Service - 8 November 

The service will be led by Rev Jack Garside and everyone is 

reminded that the service will start at the earlier time of 10.45am. 

 

November Church Meeting - 15 November 

The Church Meeting will be held immediately after the morning 

service, and there will be lots to discuss, including the implications of 

a reduced serving eldership in 2010 and 2011, the new pastoral 

visiting arrangements, and the financing of the Hall roof repairs.  

Please give your support to this important meeting. 
 

St Andrewstide Service - 29 November 

The service will be led by Revd Dr Jon Morgan, in a traditional 

format.   
 

Christmas Fair - 5 December 

Preparations and planning for this event are being co-ordinated by 

Bob Alger.  If you are able to help run a stall, or if you have any new 

ideas that might be tried, or you can provide good quality articles for 

sale on the many themed stalls, please speak to Bob.  Please give the 

event your support. 
 

URCiC Carol Singing Morrisons - 19 December 

This year, the URCiC has been asked to provide carol singers at 

Morrisons supermarket, Hatherley, between 9am and 10am.  If you 

would like to take part, please contact Andrew Veal. 
 

Pastoral Visiting Slips 

Small visiting slips are now available for completion where any 

member of the congregation would like to receive a visit from the 

Ministers, and/or Communion, at home.  Everyone is asked to bear in 

mind the need to complete a visiting slip on behalf of those that are 

housebound, or ill, or otherwise suffering hardship.  The Ministers 

and pastoral visiting teams rely on the congregation to alert them 

to those that become in need of pastoral support.  Visiting slips are 

available in the church, and are kept on the table near the double 

doors at the top of the ramp. 

 

 

 



Quiet Prayers and Meditation 

The invitation to stay on after Soup and Chat on Wednesday 

lunchtimes for the period of Quiet Prayer and Meditation in the 

church, from 1.45pm - 2.15pm, is open to everyone.  It is an 

invitation only, and it is perfectly acceptable for anyone to attend for 

soup and a chat with the Minister, without attending the prayers 

afterwards. 
 

 

Broadband Facility 

A Broadband facility is now available throughout the church 

building, so that any group that meets on the premises, or hires any 

part of the building, may obtain wireless Internet access on their 

laptop computer, if they wish to do so.  It is proposed to explore the 

viability of establishing an Internet Cafe on the days that the church 

coffee bar is open. 
 

Ministers' Parking 

The elders considered the difficulties experienced by the Ministers in 

parking their vehicles on the forecourt of the church, near the side 

gate.  Often, vehicles belonging to visitors, hirers of the building, and 

church members prevent the Ministers from parking, and the elders 

agreed to uphold the principle that the Ministers should have parking 

priority.  The elders therefore appeal to everyone to keep clear the 

space directly in front of the side gate, near the vehicular entrance, so 

that Ministers may park unhindered at all times. 
 

New Key Safe 

A new key safe, which will be kept locked, has been installed in the 

kitchen.  Anyone who has an operational need to obtain access to the 

safe, should contact Bob Alger, who will be able to provide the 

digital code.  Everyone is reminded of the security requirement 

not to disclose the safe code to anyone else, as all authorised 

persons will be specifically briefed by Bob Alger. 

 

In Touch - Contributions 

Contributions of articles, or points of view, for inclusion in the magazine 

are always welcome.  Please contact Roger Little. 

 

 

 

 

Correspondence  

¶ Preparing for Vision4Life - 7pm 3 November, at Trinity Church, 

Mount Street, Stafford.  How to continue with Vision4Life in your 

church, how to use the material and resources, and how to be 

imaginative with Prayer. 

¶ Rites of Passage Concert, with Paul Field and Dan Wheeler - 7.30pm 

20 November, at West Orchard URC, Baginton Road, Coventry.  

Features songs written for and inspired by the significant times in our 

lives. 

¶ Multicultural Celebration 2009 - 10am - 4pm 5 December, at Carrs 

Lane URC, Birmingham.  An all age event featuring drama, music, 

colourful worship, displays, and food.  Speakers include Revd Roberta 

Rominger (Gen Sec of the URC), Revd John Marsh (Moderator of the 

Gen Assembly) and Revd Dr Michael Jagessar (Secretary RJMM). 

¶ Invitation to the Ministers, elders and congregation of St Andrew's, 

from Warden Hill URC and St Christopher's, to the Inaugural Service 

of The Church in Warden Hill, at 3pm on 16 January 2010.  If you 

would like to attend, please inform the church secretary, Roger Little, 

by 7th January 2010. 

¶ Cheltenham Prayer for Schools Network - Churches' Involvement in 

Primary Schools - 1 February 2010, at Leckhampton CofE Primary 

School.  Topics include Open the Book, Experience Easter, and 

Children's Clubs. 

¶ West Midlands Synod - DVD: Faith in Maintenance - Introduction to 

the project that aims to provide training and support for thousands of 

volunteers in England and Wales who help to maintain our historic 

places of worship. 

 

 
 



News from The Church at Warden Hill 
URC Communion at St. Christopher’s  - do you remember back in 

April, we had an Anglican Rites communion service at the URC?  We 

have now reciprocated by having a full URC Rites communion at St. 

Christopher‟s. I hope you enjoyed that as much as we all enjoyed the April 

service. 
 

Harvest Festival weekend – a grand total of £683.18 was raised from the 

Sunday services and the supper, for the oppressed people of the Occupied 

Palestinian Territories. It was good that at the Sunday service we had to 

put out extra chairs with many children sitting on the floor, a total of 

about 130 people were there. 

 

GIFT DAY & OPEN DAY 

On Saturday 28
th

 November we are having a different Christmas venture 

this year.   Instead of our usual sale, we are having a Gift Day along with 

an Open Day to show what goes on behind the scenes at The Church in 

Warden Hill.   It will include refreshments, lunches, music, film and a 

raffle. St. Christopher‟s is the venue this year and will run from 10am 

until 2pm. 

 

New Ecumenical Church Council ï The full council 
is:- Lay Chairperson ï Brian Miles,  Church Secretary ï 
Reg Hitchings,  Joint Treasurers ï Diana Miles and Daryl 
Burns,  Minute Secretary ï Pauline White, Margaret 
Meads, Roy McBane, Eileen Attwood, Carole Pennington 
and John Hutton.   Other appointments and committees 
will be made over the next few weeks ready to be 
operational from 16 th January. 
 
A few dates for your diary - 
November 18

th
 – Elders meeting 

       28
th

 – Gift & Open Day  10am – 2pm at SC‟s 

 
 

 
 
Our services will be led this month by: - 
        1

st
 – Family Worship at URC - Carole Pennington 

        8
th

 – Holy Communion at SC‟s – Owen    

       15
th

 – Holy Communion at URC – Rev David Brown 

       22
nd

 – Holy Communion at SC‟s - Owen  

       6pm – Christ the King  - Carols at SC‟s 

       29
th

 – Holy Communion at URC - Owen 

  

        Diana Miles 

 

The Church in Warden Hill 

Invite you to our  

 

 
 

on  16
th
 January 2010 

Service 3pm at St. Christopherôs followed 

by Tea at the URC   
 

Please sign up on the list at the back of your own church 

Prestbury and St. Andrew’s members are all welcome 

 
 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN  AID  AUTUMN  FAIR 
  
 

 

Saturday November 7th 
 

10.00am - 1.30pm 
 
 

at St Andrew's Church, Montpellier, Cheltenham. 

  

 

 

Gift Stalls ï Book Stalls ï Grocery & Preserves ï Cakes 

Coffee - Ploughman's Lunches (£3.50) 

 

 

 

Free Entry.          All are welcome. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

 

 

by the  

 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE POLICE CHOIR 

 

FRIDAY 11 DECEMBER AT 7.30PM 

at 

ST ANDREWôS URC 

 

Tickets £6 will be available at each Church shortly 

 

 

 

Proceeds for the Kenya Fund 
 

 

 

 


