THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH IN CHELTENHAM

Dear All, The next 3 Months

As you will know, Maz will be taking her well earned sabbaticaiff the
| write this as | prepare for my three-month sabbatical. | wikgdto give beginning of September and returning in December. That places e in t
you a very brief idea of how my time will be spent. You may oy n& frame for not just preaching but as importantly pastoral care. | khaiv
know that ministers are entitled to a sabbatical every ters yefatheir pastoral visiting has been a major part of her ministry, and ibeagasy
ministry. However, they are not allowed to take their sabbaticaiglitite for both a ministry team and indeed congregationsto know whom to
first year in a new pastorate. | was due mine in 2007 which is id@ne contact in times of need or indeed complaint.
to Cheltenham, so | chose to defer it until this year. In the meant
started my DMin course at Lampeter University and it just ppéxas that Well, we have to change this system, | will be meeting withUREiC
September sees the start of my dissertation year. It wtyg pbvious that Church secretaries every two weeks to keep up with what is needed
| should use part of my sabbatical to work on the dissertation. pastorally. but; we can meet until the cows come home, but if you have not

communicated needs and concerns, the secretaries cannot pass them on t
| am comparing the theology of URC Membership (authority, conciliar me.
government, collective responsibility etc.) with local practicengv So; please feel free to contact me at the Manse: 692974, or youoelde
preparation is given? Does finance influence the membership roll® Wha church secretary so that we can support you as members of a coymmunit
do members understand their responsibilities to be...) During Septemberof Christ's people here in Cheltenham. Jon
and October I will be visiting all thirteen Synods, interviewing chuolk
after Sunday worship or during a mid-week activity. My first visito Baptism
Nairn URC, near Inverness and gradually working south. It is a tight During July and August we welcomed into the family of the Church
programme, but | need to do this fieldwork while | have the opportunity. Raphael Campbell, Jasmine Skinner and Rocco James Hingley and pray
Also, | can then go on holiday to New Zealand in November with a clear that we are able to support and help them as they grow up.
conscience!

Membership
This is the only sabbatical | will ever be entitled to, agtiteen 2017. | It was with great pleasure that Maz and some of the congragaént to
therefore hope you appreciate my plea for leaving me off your distail Baytree Court after service on Sunday 2 August to welcome Frances
Please support Jon during this busy time for him and | look forward to Hanson as a new member of Prestbury URC. Frances has trahsierre
seeing you again in December. membership from Littledean URC where she had been organist and had set

up the church choir.
Yours in Christ,

Maz



Gill and Brian Williams, Luke Wilson’s grandparents would like tontha
Our prayers: we hold in our prayers those for whom we are concerned: everyone for their prayers and words of support expressed during the past
Margaret Apperley, Elizabeth and George Apps, Ann Ashworth, Jeane few months.
Combes, Margaret Coulthurst, Dan Gillies, Joyce Goldring, Hylda
Greening, Mary Howes, Dorothy Lamb, Donald Lambley, Mair McIindoe, Luke is now a patient in the Spinal Injuries Centre, Salisbury, wieis
Tom Nancarrow, Sandy McKenzie, John Scott, Joy and Nick Smith, Sadie making slow, but sure progress. He has been in good spirit throughout and
Smyth, Barry Steele and Luke Wilson. we feel proud of his cheerful nature and sense of humour which in turn has
helped his family and friends remain positive about the future. Thanking
Please remember Maz in your prayers as she begins her tbrdb m  everyone once again for their kind concern. With appreciation,
sabbatical. Gill, Brian and family

In Memori_am — Dennis _Goldring _ ~ Thank you so much for all the prayers, good wishes, cards and visits |
We pay tribute to Dennis Goldring, who died on 13 June, aged 85. Dennisreceived whilst recovering from my hip replacement operation. Tleeg w
and Joyce have been members of St Andrew’s for 28 years, during whichg|| much appreciated. Mary Cummings

time, Dennis has served as an Elder and Treasurer. Apologies from Editor this was missed from July’s magazine

Some of us may not have known about Dennis’ passion for cycling, for hill ponsioners’ Forum — Wednesday 2 September
walking and for dancing (Dennis and Joyce were members of the
Cotswold Sequence Dance Club), but many church members will
remember Dennis’ passion for mission and his involvement with human
rights groups and overseas aid. He had a particular zeal for igamga

Concerned about memory loss and dementia then come along to the talk at
the Pensioners’ Forum on Wednesday 2 September when Kathy Holmes,
project co-ordinator of Managing Memory Together will be givingl& t

to break the chains of oppression and worked tirelessly for Christian A " thiS new service being offered by the local NHS Foundation Trust.
as a local collector. He was also a keen ecumenist, workiry wit Café Bar will be open from 10am and the talk will begin at 10.30am and

Christians from other churches on social issues. last about an hour.

Dennis had chosen his own readings and hymns for his funeral and thesé&lease tell your friends and don't forget to come!! You will #ncopy of
reflected his deep faith and relentless pursuit of knowledge antuapiri ~ the programme for the rest of the year later in the magazine.
development. His devotions never waivered, even when he was too weak
to come to church regularly. Qi Gong

Next session will be in the Garden Room at St Andrew’¥Vednesday 2
Our prayers are with Joyce and sons Richard and John as we thank God fageptemberat 12.15pm. All are welcome; cost is £4 per session.
Dennis’ Christian witness throughout his life and his passion forcgisti
We thank God and rejoice in the assurance that God welcomes Il fait
into his eternal embrace, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Tuesday Forum — Garden Room at St Andrew’s
8 Septemberthe Tuesday Forum re-opens with a talk by Reverend Dr Jon
Thank You Morgan entitled Mod’s and Rocker’s’. This is at 2.30pm, followed by



team and biscuits, all are welcome. @ Septemberwe welcome lan Paul was one of the first boys to be brought to St. Stephen’s Children’s

Thomson back to entertain us with hBubbleology’ again at 2.30pm Home in Embu, Kenya 20 years ago. He found security and went to school

followed by the usual refreshments. All old and newcomers are very for the first time in his life. Eventually his sister alsoswaought into the

welcome to join us. Home. When | met Paul in 2001 he was one of the senior boys, helping to
look after the younger children. At that time, | was asked to seheip

URCIC Walking Group sponsorship programme and a friend agreed to sponsor Paul. He was

On 21 August five intrepid walkers set out from Winchcombe in the rain accepted into theological college three years ago and on Suhdaygast

on a pilgrimage to St Kenelm’s Well, a holy well connected \thité 2009 he was ordained into the Anglican Church of Kenya. His sponsor

martyred prince, patron saint of the vanished Winchcombe Abbey. The was there and reports that the service was an emotional roller-coaster.
water in the well is said to have miraculous powers and whenagbeaé

the well the rain stopped and the sun came out — a miracle. A child plucked from a life of begging and petty crime is now sgyod

in a way nobody could have foreseen. Paul is an example to other children
The next walk will take place dfriday 18 Septembermeeting at 10am. in St. Stephen’s and hopefully, an inspiration to those of you who are
This will be a circular walk around Malvern Hills (North Side)3t Ann’s sponsors and those who would like to find out more.
Well, North Hill and Upper Syche Cutting. We meet by the sidthef Maz

church at Guarlford on the B4211 to Great Malvern. Any questions
contact leader John Standring. Please sign up on the notice board in your

church - if you require transport, contact Roger Little MILK BOTTLE TOPS

Please collect plastic milk bottle tops for Kenya
rojects (UK) and the Alexander Edwards Trust,
ing to help children in Africa.

The tops must beashedand free of cardboard
rts, price labels etc. When you have a bag full,
ve to Ann Standring, or wait until Maz
returnsNO OTHER TOPS PLEASE.

KENYA TRIP 2010
28.12.10-11.1.11
KENYA PROJECTS

Calling 15+ le, wh Id like to join the K T .
Street-child Ordained alling 15+ young people, who would like to join the Kenya Team



You can invite a friend to join, as long as they realize this@hmstian

outreach programme. Under 15’s must be accompanied by a relative. The
cost is £1300 each, which includes two days’ safari holiday. Our prsject
to help disabled children from the Red Cross Jomo Kenyatta Home to have

corrective surgery, where possible. Whilst there, we will painhdories,
visit St. Stephen’s, play with children and host a New Year panty
Standring can give you more details and a booking form.

Maz

A

STAND yg

After a long absence from meetings due to my operation and the
operation infection that has dragged on and dragged me down, | am
happy that STAND will commence with a new format on @
Septemberat 6.30. We shall meet at the Manse and enjoy a BBQ, 1
and chat.
From September our numbers will swell with some from The 2
Squadron ATC joining us and one of the events being planned is go
a ‘Big Event’ open air gig at Alton towers late in Septembb@ngwith a
new program of discussion and activities.

Do tell your friends and we look forward to being back togethe
September. JON
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) anyone is interesting in helping with Open the Book please speak to
Marion Beagley) or Julie Jefferies .

! Soup & Chat

’ e Wednesday wo"shb
SOUL CAFE \’3&
at

PRESTBURY URC a3

Every 4" Sunday 6pm — led by Revd. Daniel Papwo
Chat & Refreshments. All welcome.

27 September Telling stories
25 October Light & darkness
22 November Community I

" #P NIH&

Open the Book at Prestbury

Please pray for Open the Book as they start the new school year. Arnumbe
of people have kindly come forward to help with Open the Book and we
thank God for this great encouragement. This year a new teanbewill
starting at Whaddon School, in addition to the existing teams at Ltmwor
and St Mary’s Infants school. Later in the year we are hopisgpport
Swindon Village following a request from the new Head Teacher. If
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Pensioners’ Forum

at

St Andrew’s United Reformed Church

(near Queen’s Hotel)

Programme for 2009
Meets on the ¥ Wednesday of the Month

You are invited to the following Talks 10.30am — 11.30am

No meeting in August

Wednesday 2 September  ‘Managing Memory Together’
Kathy Holmes — Project Lead

Wednesday 7 October ‘Diabetes — prevention and help’

Di Kalus, Community Nurse

Wednesday 4 November ‘What can your Pharmacy offer you?’
Gary Barber, James Pharmacy

Wednesday 2 December  To be confirmed
FREE ENTRY — ALL ARE WELCOME

Coffee Bar open from 10.00am — 12 noon
Coffee/Tea 50p

AUTUMN QUIZ 2009: HEALTH AND SAFETY

Yes we have produced another one to challenge you with the coming of
the darker evenings. The theme this time is “Health and Safeiy'test
assured it is not about all those daft rules that stop you doing ordinary
things. The clues are cryptic and the answers are all connacsete

way with health or protection. The proceeds this time will go tto S
Andrew’s church funds and as usual we would ask for a small donation for
each copy; may we suggest a £1 minimum. Copies are availadileur
churches or from us. There will be a small prize for the mosect
entries, so if you would like to enter can we have your entry by Qctobe
31st. As always entry is open to individuals, families or groups and
photocopies are acceptable (but a £1 donation for each would be
appreciated). Hope you enjoy this latest set of teasers.

URC in CHELTENHAM MORNING PRAYERS
11.30am — 12noon EVERY Tuesday at Atden Hill

Date Readings Prayer Issues

1 September Psalm 121 Upper Leckhampton area, Delancey hospital,
Mark 7 24-37 Cheshire Home, Charlton Lane Mental Health Unit
Housebound members
Prayers for the World

8 September Psalm 122 Leckhampton area, Parish Church, Sue Ryder, Star
Mark 8 27-38 College

Hospice Care and our Church Organists
Prayers for the world

15 September| Psalm 123 Warden Hill area, St Christopher’s, the Primary
Mark 9 30-37 School

Pre-school education

Prayers for the World

22 September| Psalm 124 Up Hatherley Area, Hillview play group, Greatfield
Mark 9 38-50 Park Primary School, Glebe Farm Court
St Andrew’s Elders

Prayers for the World

29 September| Psalm 125 Shurdington Area, School and Church
Mark 10 2-16 Local GP Practices

Playdays

Prayers for the World




COME AND SING MESSIAH
Saturday 31st October at Highbury

The Thames Head Singers and Highbury Choir are combining to mark the

250th anniversary of Handel's death and doing what many choirs are doin

Handel's most famous work - Messiah. The conductor for this event wil
be Richard Sharpe , and it will be open to anyone who would like the
opportunity to sing this wonderful music again.

The object is to celebrate the life of one of our most loved compasdrs

to raise money for "The Royal Society of Musicians”. Founded in 1738 as
the "Fund for Decay’d Musicians", the Society is Britain’s lomnges
established musical charity. Two hundred and twenty-eight members
signed its Declaration of Trust; they included Edward Purcell (fon
Henry), Stanley (the blind organist and composer) and, most valuably,
Handel. The Society still maintains at Drummonds Bank the account
which Michael Festing (the first Secretary) opened in November 1738.
From the beginning Handel took part in the annual concerts for the Fund’s
benefit, and he bequeathed it £1,000 in a 1759 Codicil to his will.

It is suggested that singers contribute £3 to sing (and for refreshments!)
All who would like to ‘Come and Sing’ are invited to meet between 3.30
and 4.00pm at Highbury so that a prompt start for rehearsal can beatnade
4.00pm - after which we shall be served with well earned refreshments
between 5.30 and 6.30pm. At 7.00pm we shall ‘perform’ to an audience
consisting of all those who would like to ‘Come and Listen’.

Bring your own music copy if you have one - but please note, the copies to
be used are the Prout edition of Messiah. If you do not have a copy you

will be able to hire one for a refundable deposit of £5 on the day.
Any further information from ...

Richard Sharpe

or Mary Clifford -

Prestbury News

The ‘new’ Prestbury URC
Prestbury URC closed its doors on Jufiefdr a month to allow Mike
Aldridge to rip up the floors in the vestry, schoolroom and kitchen and to

up and down the country ... on Saturday 31st October we are inviting ag[ry and sort out the damp problem.

many local songsters as possible to join us in singing through parts of

Out went the old kitchen units and schoolroom cupboards and panelling
and up came the boarding and carpets across the joists to reveakthe
extent of our damp problems - unexpectedly, the vestry was the worst,
with all the joists having to be removed.

With the rooms taken back to basics, some fascinating things @ame t
light. As we knew the back of the church is an extension and with the
panelling removed the old brickwork was revealed. The brickwork at the
old back of the church was excellent, but that of the inside of the school
room was probably done by an apprentice as it was not very neat at al
There were spare bricks under the floor and these all bore thedlege
‘Cheltenham’ signifying that they came from the old brickworks on
Battledown. We could also see that the vestry was originally mmelier

and that there was an old well beneath the kitchen floor. When the
chimney breast was revealed so was some graffiti - wherchio®lsoom

last had a makeover in 1974, Arthur Rice was wrote his name there. Now
Mike has added his and the date for posterity and the old chimney was
boarded over again.

It seemed no time at all that the floor boards were back down amdhine

volunteer painters could take over. Rob Tucker kindly did the vestry and

kitchen on his own and then Mike could lay the laminate floor. It is
planned that the vestry will be able to be used as a small meeting room and

we will be installing comfy chairs and a low table.

A new kitchen has been installed and the hatchway (by popular demand !)

has been made bigger so our days of crouching and banging our heads



when ordering coffees are over. Steve Turfrey kindly fitted theaream from Littledean URC where she had been organist and had set up the

tiles. church choir. Frances told us that she chose to come to Baytresdéca
was just round the corner from a URC and because it holds regulah chur

The schoolroom was the most difficult area to paint and took the longest services on a Sunday. As well as becoming a church member, Falses

It is a very high room and so a scaffolding tower was hired andgaRic celebrated her 90birthday in August.

and Geoffrey Hall, who just happen to be ‘scaff tower trainedheléand

painted the ceiling, beams and gable ends. Whilst they were upnaloft Harvest Festival — Help needed, please !
others were down below doing the accessible walls and priming, We will celebrate Harvest Festival with an all-age senoa September
undercoating and glossing the new woodwork. 27. As part of this service we will be looking at Psalm 104 ; evltiee

water flows between the hills, where birds nest and storks make the
The August Coffee Morning saw the revamped areas revealed and thehome, where trees flourish, the moon and the sun were created and young
shiny new modern kitchen, the soft buttermilk coloured walls and laminate lions roar to name some of the pictures in this Psalm. Can youasaw
flooring throughout were much admired. Also revamped is a name — we nocolour or paint a picture of one of the images in this Psalm and @uitai
longer have a schoolroom but a ‘small hall’ or function room. piece of A4 card for me, so we can use your pictures in the selfwoel

need any ideas or help then just let me know - Julie As usualeve a
| have named a few people who have helped, but will not try to name asking for dried and tinned goods which will give to the Open Door
everyone as so many have contributed — members and non- members gfroject after the service.
the congregation alike. (There is even a new acronym for the non-members
— forget the WAGS and think HAGS — Husbands and Girlfriends !). They Baptism of Jasmine Jane Skinner
all have made the project a success by clearing rooms, painting, ti We were delighted to finally welcome Jasmine into the Church omnigtug
cleaning, planning, washing up and finally moving everything back again. 16" after her original date in June had to be abandoned due to
We are so grateful to them all. The project could not have been doneChickenpox.
without them, but most importantly none of it could not have been done
without the skill and hard work of Mike Aldridge. All-Age Worship

All-age worship will now revert to being only th& &unday in the month.
Pictures of the work and new hall and kitchen can be seen on Children are, of course, welcome at any time and we have now set up a
www.urcic.org.uk.prestburyworks.php Fiona Hall children’s corner for the younger ones.

September Coffee Morning

The September Coffee morning is on Saturday 5th September 2009 at
10.30, please come along, have a look at the new Hall, kitchen and vestry
and catch up.

Friday 4™ and Saturday 3" September

The Prestbury drama group, CHADS (Churches Amateur Dramatic
A New Member — Frances Henson Society), will present two sets of sketches at Prestbury, Ballincers
It was with great pleasure that Maz and some of the congragaént to Lane at 7pm. If you missed last year’'s performance you misteetaso
Baytree Court after service on Sunday 2 August to welcome Frascas don’t miss out this time ! Tickets are available now at £5 whiclude
new member of Prestbury URC. Frances has transferred her nsémber




cheese and wine. All proceeds will go to Let The Children Livertact
Marion Beagley

Elephant and Beatle Drive Tuesday 27 October at Prestbury URC

This year the proceeds of the Elephant and Beatle Drive willpbe s
between the new Kenya Project to raise funds for corrective rguiae
children in Kenya and raising money to pay for the new Hall and kitche
If you can please come along and support us on Tuesa9&@aber 2009
when we will be play a sheet of Elephant and a sheet of Beatikillso
required and you will get to meet lots of new people. Tickets lvall

to anyone 19 or over with a housing problem in the Cheltenham area. The
Charity was founded in April 1988 with a small grant from Cheltenham
Borough Council, which was given to establish a centre where resatents
potential residents of Cheltenham could obtain free, independent advice
regarding any housing issues. CHAC has grown and changed with the
increasing complexity of needs over the years. However, its corefa
providing free, independent housing advice remains at the heart of its
work.

Montpellier Hall Roof

available from Julie and Emma at a cost of £3.00 per adult and £1.50 perSome of you will know that there is a leak through the flat rodfaeof

child including a hot dog and a drink or tea and cake. There will alao be
raffle.

Advance Notices !

As part of our October Coffee Morning we will be holding a Bric-a-Brac
and Book Sale. Contributions are welcome although please note that any
unsold items will be taken to a charity shop.

Anne Grant is getting married ! Now this is something you woahtwo
miss, so get your ‘glad rags’ and ‘finery out’ for a fun poetssem with

a wedding too on Saturday November 2009 after the coffee morning.
Further details will be available in the next magazine. Don'gdbtto
make a note in your diary !

Prestbury Christmas Cards and Calendars will be on sale again this year —
to place an advance order please ring Fiona

St Andrew’s News

September Communion Offering
Cheltenham Housing Aid
Cheltenham Housing Aid Centre is an independent
charity that exists to provide advice, help and
information to empower and enable people to resolve
housing need - thereby improving quality of life. It
provides free professional advice, help and assistance

Montpellier Hall where the chairs are stored. We have made tanypor
repairs by fixing an external PVC sheet over the affectea afele we
look at a more permanent solution. Following the resolution at the Church
Meeting, we have employed Stephen Sedwell, a conservation archeect. H
has approached specialist roofing companies, had discussions with the
Borough Conservation Officer and is preparing a specification to ensble
to obtain comparative prices. In addition to the flat roof, it is snded
to repair the Dormer windows and the rainwater drainage whichh ae
sorry state. We also intend to draw up plans to improve the hahatiier
including the possibility of under-floor heating.

Premises Committee

Operation Christmas Child

This autumn we ask you to consider supporting Operation Christmas
Child, which is organised by the Christian charity Samaritan’sé?0fou

are invited to find an ordinary shoe box and fill it with small teghool
supplies, sweets and other gifts for needy children around the world. The
shoe boxes will be hand delivered to a child in need, asking nothing from
them in return. All boxes are given to the neediest children, regarof
nationality, political background or religious beliefs. Last year 1.23 million
shoe boxes were sent from the UK to children in hospitals, orphanages,



Internally Displaced Persons camps, homeless shelters and impederis
neighbourhoods.

If you have young children or grandchildren this could be a great way to
help them do something practical to help people worse off than
themselves. Labels, instructions, gift ideas and lots more infamauatil

be available shortly at Church. It's never too early to startecinig
presents to put in, but please note the completed boxes need to ba&ready i
time to go to the Cheltenham Drop-Off point betweth and 18"
November, so that they can be distributed in time for Christmas.

Prestbury have been involved with this scheme in the past and Maz also
helped at a distribution centre in her previous Church, so if you have any
guestions there are people who can help — or look on the website at
www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk

Elders and will last approximately 30 minutes. The situation lvaill
reviewed again next year.

Quiet Prayer

The church will be open for Quiet Prayer and guided meditation from
1.45pm - 2.15pm on Wednesdays, after Soup and Chat, and it is hoped
that many who attend the lunchtime event will stay on for this short
period of reflection. If anyone is able to act as a steward dtineng
prayers, please contact the Church Secretary.

Bibles in pews

Bibles have now been placed on seats in the church for those who
wish to follow the readings during the services. The elders
recommended that an additional 80 New Revised Standard Version
bibles (and one lectern bible) be purchased for similar distribution,
and this will go forward to the church meeting in November.

Bob Alger Soup and Chat
The weekly lunchtime outreach activity on Wednesdays will resume on
2nd September when Jon and his team will once again be serving soup

and a roll, and tea or coffee, to church members and visitors. Why not

‘ J U M P4J OY’ come along and see what goes on, and meet the regular visitors?

~R
B At St Andrew’s

wé 20 September

9.30am — 10am

Informal Short Service for all the family

November Church Meeting
The meeting has been brought forward by one week to Surday,

November.

From the Elders’' Meeting:

Closure of St Andrew's on 5th Sundays Contributions of articles, or points of view, for inclusion in the mayazi
The elders discussed the current arrangement for closure thateenabl gre always welcome. Please contact Roger Little

St Andrew's members to attend joint services at the Prestbdry a

Warden Hill churches. The review was prompted by the need to correspondence

consider how to respond to the visitors who come to St Andrews
expecting a service. It was concluded that the church should remain
open on the next two Sunday mornings affect&d December &
June 2010 and that Morning Prayers should be said, similar to those
at Warden Hill on Tuesday mornings. These will be taken by the duty

West Midlands Synod Questionnaire re European Links

PEACE DAYS: International Day of Prayer for Peace - 20 Sept, and
UN International Peace Day - 21 Sept

Synod Introduction and Refresher Course — Being an Elder in the
URC - 26.09.09



Training for Learning and Serving — LITE Introduction — 28 Sept, 5
& 19 Oct.

Spreading the Word — storytelling in Worship and Evangelism —
14.11.09

Invitations to Synod Multicultural Celebration 2009 — 05.12.09

Music at St Andrew’s in September

Cheltenham Chamber Orchestra
Saturday 26 September
At 7.30pm

Programme details available
from Peter Kerr




Newsfrom The Church at Warden Hill

How time flies! It doesn’t seem long since we were all looking forward to
time off school and holidays for parents and children alike! There hasn’t
been a great deal of activity during the summer months but several items
worthy of note are as follows:

Saturday 18 Julysaw a celebration of St Christopher’s Dedication
Weekend and it started with a Barbecue. This in spite of the uncertain
‘Summer’ weather was held outdoors and enjoyed by over 40 people some
of whom had been on a day out to Wales with the Gardening Club.
Sunday 19 Julycommenced with Morning Services with Holy

Communion and a most enjoyable weekend closed with Choral Evensong
at 6.00pm

23 July was the Community Film Show when the film ‘Brassed Off’ was
shown telling the down to earth story of coal miners in the 1970’s and
their struggles to keep the mines open and support their colliery band
despite great hardship.

Wednesday Afternoons, 12, 19 and 26 AuguSt Christopher’s have

held a series of afternoon events under the heading of 60+ ministry —
entertainment for all over 60’s whilst their regular afternoon events took a
break. We hope these meetings were well attended.

Now we are looking to start our Autumn activities within the Church and
in our daily living.

September Services

6" at URC Family Worship led by Pam Dainton
13" at StC Holy Communion led by Owen

20"  atURC Holy Communion led by Jon

27" atStC Holy Communion led by Owen

4™ October at URC Harvest Festival led by Carole Pennington

Reminder

Maz is on Sabbatical from 1 September to 30 November and this is to be
NO CONTACT during that time. For anyone requiring help please speak
to an Elder or contact Revd Jon Morgan instead. Jon’s telephone number
Is 01242 692974 — e madn@urcic.org.uk Jon’s day off is Monday.

September Events
4" September Secretary’s Meeting at URC
8" September Open the Book Training 9.30am-1pm at
Churchdown
10" September ~ Warden Hill URC 48 Anniversary
15" September Open the Book restarts at Warden Hill School
16" September WH Elders’ Meeting 7.30pm at Lambert Avenue
19" September ‘Behind the Scenes’ full details next page
22 September Partners’ Meeting 7.30pm at the URC
24" September  URCIC Church Meeting at Warden Hill
26" September ~ Community Film Show at URC at 2.30pm
‘Mall Cop’ — PG — a shopping mall is overtaken by a gang of organised
crooks — it's up to a mild-mannered security guard to save the day.
3 October Harvest Preparation am, help required to decorate
the Church (times to be announced).
Harvest Supper at the URC. Menus and
preparation of food by Social Committee. Proceeds
to support CFL — Palestine.

5" October

Operation Christmas Child
At our last Church Meeting we agreed to support the URCIC in making up
shoeboxes for children this year in Eastern Europe and part of Africa. You
are invited to fill a decorated shoebox with items suitable for a particular
age or, if you prefer individual items can be place din the box to be
provided in the Church. The closing datd&November so please start
looking now.

Elsie & John Hutton

Snippets from the Grapevine
NEW SHOOTS



On Sunday 12th July, we had our summer outing this year to Cattle | recently took my Dean’s award. This is the first externalgrked medal
Country. The weather in the end was very good, so much so that thethat choristers can take through the RSCM (Royal School of Church
younger children went for a swim in their paddling pool. Also the children Music). It is above the Dark Blue ribbon the adults have, but below red
and adults went on a train ride to see the animals and some oW#rem and yellow, which I've already got.

very brave, going down a drop slide - several times. We all had a goodThe Dean’s award consists of singing

time and stayed until they where encouraging us to leave. The %th Jul - three verses of a hymn with one verse unaccompanied (‘There is a

event at the Cathedral, sadly no-one from the group could attend due to green hill far away’ )

prior commitments but | am sure we will hear all about soon. Also w - 8 consecutive verses of a psalm (Ps. 122 — | was glad...)

have not had any news on whether we have won anything re the candle . an anthem (Ave Verum Corpus — Elgar).

competition. The Group finished on Sunday 19th July and redt@tts | also had to do a short piece of sight reading and an aural tesh whi

September. Debbie Cypher involved identifying intervals (e.g. 5th; minor 3rd), explain about a church
service and the singing we do in it and finally explain about av&bst

Warden Hill Cubs and Beavers period and name some hymns and anthems suitable for this period. It was a

As a young leader in the Scout movement two other current leaders andjaunting experience, but | enjoyed it.
myself are looking to set up Beaver and Cub sections in Warden Hill,

either at the St. Christopher’s halls or at the URC halls, whhis free. On the evening of the day I'd taken the exam, | had a phone call with m
However, to get a scout group at Warden Hill we need to have therdea  result: 135 out of 150. This is distinction. | am now entitled to wear the
in place first. At the moment we are looking for six leaders \at® green ribbon, something only one other person from St C’s choir has ever
willing to get into uniform, undertake training and turn up to a meeting done before. Many thanks to Duncan for accompanying me.
once a week. It is not hard work and the benefits are great frokingor Nathaniel Hitchings
with children and it is a great reference on any CV. We alrbadg two =
people willing to help out so we ideally need four more but if more peopl
come forward that is excellent. We also need four people who Hirggwi . )
to be on the ‘committee’. These people would not have to do anythi Behind the Scenes at
except turn up to the AGM once a year, and maybe some committgf The Church in Warden Hill"
meetings.
If enough people come forward to do these important jobs then we w Saturday September 19th
have a meeting where a trained leader will talk more aboutirtgaaind 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.
duties. 1 think that if this scout group was set up it would be & tost
to the area and especially to the young people but it cannot happen with@ut Large hall, St. Christopher's
your help! There used to be cubs and scouts in Warden Hill. If you a Come and find out what goes on.
interested then please see either me, Jeremy Hitchings, or Reg Hitching Admission Free
Jeremy Hitchings

Choir Notes
It's been a quiet(ish) time at choir, so here’s something slightly different.



Community Film Evening

Saturday 26 September

At 2.30pm (doors open at 2.15pm)

‘Mall Cop’

Certificate PG

Free Entry - Family and Friends Welcome
Refreshments available



The Land Speaks Arabic— a film by Maryse Gargour

This film will be shown at St. Andrew’s Church
On 30™ September 2009
7pm — 9pm Entrance free.
Freewill offering to cover costs.

This film was shown at the Sabeel international | was so moved by the showing of the film in Nadare

conference commemorating the anniversary of 60syear and Jerusalem that | have for three months searfcned

on from the Nakba; (catastrophe inflicted on thepbe it and now have a copy.commend it to you, for the

of Palestine by the incoming Israeli militia in B)4A truth it speaks of and its historical accuracy.

film charting the rise and support of Zionism,; the

politicians and nations behind the Zionist claimdan Refreshments and a brief discussion will follow the

post WW2 paranoia on the Land of Israel and the showing of the film with a view to confirming our

Nakba of 1948. moral and ethical support to those abused by the
continual political, economic and human abuses in

This is a history which should educate and open ourlsrael and the Palestinian Occupied Territorieelgb

eyes to the continuing Nakba carried out daily tigifo by the EU, America, and acquiesced to by US!

the persecution of the indigenous people of

Israel/Palestine. And the illegal occupation of the Groups supporting this film showing are:

territories under UN and Geneva Conventions. Sabeel international theological college, Friends o

(Especially resolution 194) Sabeel UK, PCS, Commitment for life; (an umbrella
support organisation working in The West Bank and

This film has no bias other than to tell the truth. Gaza run by the URC for Christian Aid)



For more details please contact: Rev Dr. Jon Mofjé#42-692974



