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Jottings for March

It might seem too obvious to say that from the beginning of our earthly
lives we begin a journey, and part of that journey hopefully is about
growing, learning, passing what is learnt on to others and eventually the
end to of our journey, our death. That is a very existential way of looking
at the sum total of our existence; Sartre would have concurred with a few
caveats added. There are many ways that we can grow and learn, we ca
take the knocks and say o6Life jus
me 0 , or we could say, O0Yes somet h
from it; was it my fault, how will it impact upon my life and is it
permanent. Very often, if we think or the latter, then we will have grown,
learnt and equipped ourselves for a greater understanding of strengths an
pitfalls in the future.

Faith journeying to me is not sor
over faith, neither can you open it and out it jumps. It of course can be
nurtured, it can be knocked and it can take a real beating from areas yol
least expect it. However, Faith is a gift, a gift given by God as his Son
journeyed to the cross; one that was not made for Him, but in reality for
us. It was a journey that led to his premature agonising death. His was &
journey of despair, of love and commitment to his calling.

We know His journey didnot end t |
our faith journey, the reality not just of stories about a man, but God

giving us the gift of faith so that we can believe that our journey continues

for all eternity.

So how will nurture and be nurtured during this Lent period, how will we
grow stronger together, plan for the next part of our faith journey?

That is the question we all have to ask, for some it will be more of the
same, for others new directions with fresh lessons and challenges, bu
always with new things to learn.

Enjoy your faith journey, cherish it and continually give thanks for it, for
it is given for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessings JON
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THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH IN CHELTENHAM

In Memoriam: It is with sadness that we record the deaths of Tony
Whi t e, a faithful me mber of St (
time member of St Andrews who have both passed away this Februal
We hear, also, of the death of Mary Nicholson a faithful member o
Prestbury URC who later moved to Scotland to be near her daughter a
family. Please remember their families and friends in your prayers.

Our prayers: we hold in our prayers those for whom we are concerned:
Mary Zakotti, Margaret Apperley, Elizabeth and George Apps, Anr
Ashworth, Jennie Bedford, Jeane Combes, Margaret Coulthurst, Vicl
Dunn, Geoffrey Harmsworth, Mary Howes, Dorothy Lamb, Donald
Lambley, Mair McIindoe, Sandy McKenzie, Pauline Newman, Sadie
Smyth, Pauline White, Jean Williams, Fred Cummings, Nancy
Champkins, Don Nicholson and family.

Congratulations

To Elizabeth Apps who will be celebrating her 90th birthday on 25th
February and to both Elizabeth and George who are celebrating the birth
of their first great grandchild, Poppy.

Baptism
Congratulations to Nicola and Mark Evens whose son Adam was baptis:
on Sunday 21 February.

Thank youd Nora Aldridge Memoriam Service

We would like to thank everyone for the kind support they gave us ove
the past few weeks, it was very nice to receive so many sympathy car
and donations, very much appreciated.

A big thank you to everyone who
thanksgiving service on 21st January at Prestbury URC, it was so nice
see the church packed.

A big thank you to Peter Meason for playing the organ and also a very b
thank you to Maz for a lovely service and kind support she gave us.
Mike & Pauline Aldridge
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It was good to see everyone at Warden Hill for the special service and we
were sorry it had to be such a flying visit but weather worries sent us back
home. | hope you did all have a cheer in the Sunday service to celebrate
Mam and | have been to the English Baptists in Ammanford a number of
times now. They are small in number but we have found the remnants of
the Llandeilo URC congregation there so it seems to suit us. As yet | have
volunteered only to do readings,
cook / in charge of the CD player

Martin, Sue and Ann
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News from Heulwen

Yes, we got snowed in for a whil
visit to Porthcawl along snowy motorway and very snowsoAd to find
we coul dnot get up the drive ant
This left us with a bit of a problem as Mam was in her party shoes ar
somehow had to reach the house. With one on either side we &ahoff
high spirits as by this time we were astounded at the beauty we could s
It had stopped snowing (temporarily), the moon was full and hangin:
above the trees and the light was fantastic. So we tramped up, leavi
three very different sets of footprints behind us. The next morning w
woke to see everything blanketed in snow but the road seemed clear ¢
traffic was moving. However the car was not going to make it up the
drive. Our visitors arrived and we spent a few hours sledging down th
drive (trying not to collide with the car) and across the lower field, just
eight over50s and 60s having fun (Mam decided it was not her scene)!

More snow meant getting up and down the drive in the car was impossib
for two weeks, by which time we were getting a bit-stazy despite the
beauty of our surroundings. Needless to say there was no builder in i
this time so the last jobs were falling behind schedule. We had all worke
our socks off to get rooms decorated before carpets came the day befi
Christmas Eve but we did it and
Since the snow all the tidying up jobs have been done and there is just i
back path to be completéddbut the weather is not helping with that.
Richie is gradually removing his tools in anticipation of being able to gc
and do a job he has been postponing since October. We will miss him!

Next taski get the planning application in for renovating the cottage. The
architect is due this afternoon to ensure the final plans are what we wa
and then it can be submitted. We are hoping to start that in the bett
weat her and be completed by Aut.
good mood.

Martin and | are off on a last minute, adventurous trip to Sri Lanka. Wi
feel in need of a break before we start the next part of the Grand Plan.

Womends Refuges

Lyn Ricketts would like any type of women's cosmetics, shampoos, skin
cream, soaps, perfume etc (does not matter is they have been open). Als
if anyone has some children's games they do not wahese will be

given to women's refuges. Thank vy

Tuesday Forumd Gar den Room at St Andr ewbod

On9 March, Peter 1l iffe will be 0dstheeak
first hundred yearsd6 and the AGM

weather will take place after the talk. Everyone is welcome and there
will be tea and biscuits before the AGM. There is a very important motion

being proposed i.e. that we do away with the membership subscription, sc
that it is hoped that you will be able to spare a little time to put across
your viewpoint.

On 23 March there will be a talk by Sandra Weaver on Christianity
through Art, please come along and support both meetings, which begin a
2.30pm in the Garden Room, followed by tea and biscuits.

Barbara RusseiSmith

Pensi on e B eédndsday JiMarch

The topic for this month is on respiratory problems and the speaker is
Kathy Campbell who is a Community Respiratory Specialist Practitioner.
She is very much 'hands on' and will be giving practical advice on any
problems you may have, especially those who are sufferers during the
allergy season. The coffee bar will be open from 10am and the talk will
start at 10.30am. Everyone welcome please tell your friends and
neighbours.

Ann Lewis

Stamps for OHearing Dogs for Deaf

A big thank you to all those who collect used postage stamps for this
wonderful cause. | spend many happy hours sorting and trimming them,
but would be very grateful if people could cut out the stamps neatly and
leave a reasonable margin whenever possildan Thomson

URCIC Walking Group

The next walk will be on Thursday 11 March. Please contact Roger Little
for further details
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Women's World Day of Prayer

Let Everything That Has Breath Praise God. A service prepared by
Christian Women of Cameroon.

The service will be held at Warden Hill URC on Friday 5th March at
7:30pm and at the following churches:

1.45pm- Highbury Congregational

10:30am-St Barnabas Church, Orchard Way

10.30am Charlton Kings Baptist Church

10.30am St Michael United Church, Whaddon

1.45pm- Highbury Church, Leckhampton

3.00pm- St Peters, Leckhampton

8.00pm- St Lukes Church, St Lukes Road
All are welcome Men, Women, and young people.

Celebration Service for the late Fred Kaan

On 16th April at 2.00pm there will be a Nationajgge
Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving at
Andr ewds, Cheltenham, f
hymns.

The Revd. Fred Kaan, one of the great hymn writer ¥
the Twentieth Century and a minister of the Unil ’
Reformed Church, sadly died last October after fai
health. He leaves his wife Anthea, two sons, Ma
and Peter, and a daughter, Alison.

Born in the Netherlands he became a minister of the URC in 1952. Afte
his first pastorate in Barry he was later called to the Pilgrim Church in
Plymouth. It was here that he was best known for his hymn writing anc
his best known hymns are OFor t}
us from this table riseo.

With his wide experience and strong convictions, he became minister
secretary of the International Congregational Council which united in
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. On returning to England in
1978, he became the Moderator of the West Midlands Synod of the
URC. During this time he served as an officer of the Council for World
Mission, becoming its chairman. His final pastorate was in Swindon
where he retired in 1990.
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Left, The Bishop &
Moderator signing the
Declaration

Right, Processing from St.
Christopheros t

Robin Hood & his Band of Merry Persons

Playing to 3 full houses in February at the Warden Hill URC the
pantomime
was a real
success. If
you didn't
come you
missed a
real

treat. Robin
Hood
(Jeremy
Hitchings)
was cheerel
and the evil
Sheriff
(Nathaniel Hitchings) booed.
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The Inaugural Service of The Church in Warden Hill

Saturday 16th January O6dawned b

but the forecast was promising. The snow had cleared, eventually, and t
decision to continue with the two centre event was taken. Roy had
and ¢t

-arranged St
bles at the URC.

2 o06clock <came anc
arriving to receive the plan and layout, a
guests started arriving. The Deputy Lc
Lieutenant (John
and then spent 30 minutes admiring our
Denny windows. His arrival was close
followed by Rt. Revd. John Went (Bishop
Tewkesbury) and Revd. Roy Lowg¢
(Moderator of the West Midlands Synoc
Soon the church was buzzing with conve
tion amongst t he ma
rapidly approached. Well someone had to
late, thank Mr Mayor! But we still managed 10
be underway by 3 p.m. The service, organised by the Partners, was
mi xture old and new with the emp
our two churches. The choir sang an anthem composed by Dunce
especially for the occasion and entertaigm'
royally through the signing ceremony.

At the conclusion of the service, the rjii#
having stopped (as if by order), the whj
congregation processed to the URC folliili
sumptuous tea and a chance to meet old fri
who had come to help us celebrate. :

This is not the end, nor is it the end of
beginning, Itdés the
we have many opportunities to overcome,
given the amazing start we had today the fi
should look rosy.

Christopher 6s

The new Banner

Our thanks to Reg Hitchings
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URC in CHELTENHAM MORNING PRAYERS
11:30an® 12noon EVERY Tuesday at Warden Hill
Date Readings Prayer Issues
2 March Psalm 146 Prestbury Road area, Churches and Schools
Luke 13 19 Special Needs care
Literature and Mah Jong Groups
Prayers for the World
9 March Psalm 147 Lynworth area, Churches and Schools
Luke 15 13, Cemetery and Crematorium
11b32 Ministry to the bereaved
Prayers for the World
16 March Psalm 148 Whaddon area, Churches and Schools
John 12 18 Family Centr e, Battl gdown
St Andrewb6s Toddl ers |Club
Prayers for the World
23 March Psalm 149 Pittville area, Churches and Schools
Luke 19 2840 | University
URCIC Office
Prayers for the World
30 March Psalm 150 Pittville area, Churches and Schools
John 20 118 St Vincent 6s
Support for the mentally ill
Prayers for the World

STAND yg

STANDyg meets on the"2and 4" Sunday of the month at alternating
bet ween Warden Hill and St Andrew




Pensi onerso® Forum

at
St Andr ewods
(near Queenos
Programme for 2010
Meets on the i Wednesday of the Month
You are invited to the following Talks 10.30ani 11.30am

Uni ted Relfo
Hot el

Nr

Wednesday 3March 6 Respiratory Probl emsé
Respiratory Specialist Practitioner

Wednesday 7 April 6 Emot i onal Freedom Jec
Stephen Strange, Holistic Health Centre
Wednesday5May 6 Heal t hy Eating and| EX

Di Kalus, Community Nurse
0Best Foot Forwardbo
Helen Edge, Podiatrist
Wednesday 30 June Health & Well Being Fair for
Older People

FREE ENTRY i ALL ARE WELCOME
Coffee Bar open from 10.00ani 12 noon

Wednesday 2 June

Kenya projects (UK)) 28.12.10 11.1.11

Our team consists of 33 people from all over England, half of whom ar
14-18 year olds. | have just one family from Cheltenham, Lizzie and Pet
George with children William, Mathew and Meg. Joining us locally are
Revd. Joan Winterbottom and four of her congregation in
Wolverhampton.

Our project this year is to fund corrective surgery for children in the
Jomo Kenyatta Childrends Home f ¢
| am hoping that a doctor from the Christian Medical Association will
make a trip this summer to assess the children for us. Because we are
fundraising for a building, setting a target is difficult. However, it would
be good to raise at least £18,000. | am delighted to say that we ha
already raised over £9000. Please watch for forthcoming events.

Maz
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Full details of our Sunday Services appear on the back cover.
Other events are:

Friday 5" March i Womens World Day of Prayérservice at the URC
starting at 7.30pm

Sunday 14" March The Church in Warden Hill invites you to a bring
and share lunch at the URC to welcome back Steve & Amanda Holder
from Romania.

Wednesday 24 March i Annual General Meeting of the URC
starting at 7.30pnPlease do your best to come along and join in the
proceedings. We will be discussing amongst other things the celebration
of our 50" Church Anniversary. (#bSeptember 2010)

Thursday 1% April i Maundy Thursday Serviceincluding anAgape
Supper. 7pm at St. Christopher os.

Community Film Show

Saturday 27th March

at 2:30pm (doors open at 2.15pm)

Calendar Girls (12)
Free entry - Family and Friends Welcome

Refreshments available




18 7

News from The Church at Warden Hill

Having had a very busy January, we quite thought that February
would be a l|little quieter, but
meetings to discuss further the details of The Church in Warden Hill. 6Pampered Chefd Eve
We are still sorting out the make up of the various committees so that
when we get to the Annual Meeting of the new church everything
will be ready- we hope.

Kenya Fund Raising

1 Cooking demonstrations
1 Food tasting

The Pantomime kept a lot of people busy up until tHe Bebruary T B uy Pampesed Chef Squaré  £20far a chance of

when we experienced another wonderful show. Robin Hood and his winning fabulous cookware of YOUR choice
Band of Merry Persons was put on by a cast of young people and 1 Fundraising RAFFLE

they were supported by a band of back stage helpers made up of

6slightly oldero members from : Friday 12th March at 7:00pm in St Andrews URC

supplied the front of house staff and refreshment servers.
Garden Room

Following the many complements about the new banner that was
dedicated at the inaugural seryv Entrance tickets£2 to include a glass of wine
if they would be willing to make a second one, identical to the
original so that we can hang one in each building. At the moment we

are going to move it on a monthly basis from one church to the other. Canot make i thutevantsbnmetingta cgniptement

your kitchen?

During February we had two retired visiting preachers to lead our Please feel free to make an order prior to the evening.

worshipi Revd. Dr John Sampson and Revd. David Brown, we were

pleased to see both these friends again at Warden Hill.
B u y Pampeaved Chef Squaré £2ofar a chance of winning

You may have seen our February Community Film Shd&alendar fabulous cookware of YOUR choice.

Girls and we hope that you enjoyed it. The March film show is on
Saturday 2 and will commence at 2.30pm. We will announce the

film nearer the timé watch out in the Grapevine for details. We Entrance tickets and Pampered chef squares available for sale
realise that we must be careful about the certificate of the films and from
wi | | have to turn away wunder 12 1% February 2010

We do put the certificate rating on all the publicity when we exhibit

it. Please help us on this point so that we abide by the law. Buy your Tickets from Lizzie George, Ann Standring and Maz Allen

All Proceedsto 6 Kenya Proj ect s




JOIN US FOR A

BIG SING

NEW HYMNS
WELL-KNOWN FAVOURITES

CHI LDRENGS SONGS
SUNDAY 21st MARCR
2pm 1 4pm
St Andrewd6s UR

There will be a retiring collection for The Anthony
Nolan Trust (Leukaemia)

)
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A message from your local Neighbourhood
Policing Team

Hello

I would like to introduce myself as your loc
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO).
work as part of the Safer Community Team
Cheltenham Town Centre based at the
Police Station at Lansdown Road. The areas |
responsible for are Montpellier and The Suffol
The Safer
include combating criminal activity such as
-social behaviour, criminal damage, burglary
theft.

| would like anybody who has any concerns in
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Community mai n

their community, whether it be criminally related or not, to contact

me, my contact details are listed below.

| can assist in security marking your property, and provide cf

prevention advice on request, to include a crime prevention sury|
your home if you wish.

I, along with my colleagues will be attending the Church co
mornings and Saturday surgeries from time to time, and look for
to meeting you.

In addition to the above | will be available to speak to you at:

The Retreat PH, Suffolk ParadeWednesday 2% March between
13:00 and 14:00
Montpellier Gardens Café Friday 23 April between 15:30 an
17:00 hrs

Kind regards

Susan Greenwood
Susan.greenwood@agloucestershire.police.uk

General non emergency Police number 0845 090 1234

me
ey of

ffee
ward
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St Andrews News

March Communion Offering

ANTI-SLAVERY INTERNATIONAL

Anti-Slavery International, founded in 1839, is the world's oldest interna
tional human rights organisation and the only charity in the Unitec
Kingdom to work exclusively against slavery. They work at local,
national and international levels to eliminate all forms of slavery arounc
the world by:

1 Supporting research to assess the scale of slavery in order
identify measures to end it

1 Working with local organisations to raise public awareness of
slavery

1 Educating the public about the realities of slavery and campaignini
for its end

1 Lobbying governments and intergovernmental agencies to mak
slavery a priority issue and to develop and implement plans tc
eliminate slavery.

In Touch - Contributions
Contributions of articles, or points of view, for inclusion in the magazine

are always welcome. Please contact Roger Little

Traidcraft

Footsteps Charity Café

The Local charity The Rendezvous Society is now offering a unique
experience in Cheltenhaina WiFi café where customers can enjoy
quality fair trade coffee and organic snacks in a friendly atmosphere,
with all proceeds going to the work of the charity.

The Footsteps café is located at 16 Portland St and ensures that it is a
ideal place to relax with friends, settle down with a good book and a
cappuccino, or bring your lap top to use the freeFWiCustomers
mentioning this article will be offered their first drink at half price, as
well as a loyalty card for further discounts.

The Charity benefited from a Community Pride grant from Cheltenham
Borough Council, contributing to the cost of refitting its fair trade shop
using reclaimed wood, and buying new equipment including a coffee
machine for the café. Fair trade gifts, cards and food products are still
available to buy, and there is a limited offer of a free low energy light
bulb with every purchase. For Fair Trade fortnight® Z2bruaryi 7"
March, there will be a sale with 10% off everything and other special
offers.

The charity is hoping that by offering quality snacks and drinks and a
warm welcome, it will appeal to a wide range of custormestudents

and visitors to Cheltenham as well as regulars, young and old, and
provide an alternative to the pub culture or mudtional coffee outlets.

In doing so, customers may also be interested to learn about the
educational work of the charityencouraging intecultural

understanding and sustainable living.

Check out the websiteww.globalfootsteps.ordor more details.

Item forwarded via Carole Pennington for Tradecraft
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
With Geoff Crago i 8 to 17 November 2010

6 nights stay at the Golden Wallis Hotel, Jerusalem
Close to the Old City visiting
Mount of Olives, Holocaust memorial, Bethlehem, Mount Zion,
Temple Mount, Masada, Dead Sea, Nazareth and Sea of Gali-
lee

Brochure and booking form from Geoff on
e-mail: geoff@crago.co.uk
Telephone
WWW.Ccrago.co.uk

The United Reformed Church

Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving for
Fred Kaan and his hymns

Saturday, April 10" 2010
2.00 pm
at
at St Andrews, Cheltenham

The Festival wi || Il ncl ude
collated and presented by Alan Gaunt
With recollections of Fre

biographer, Dr Gillian Warson and

Fredobds wif e, Dr Ant h

The Celebration will be followed by light refreshments
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Coffee Morningi 3 April

Please joinus on Saturdd§&pr i | for
love to see you between 10.30 & 12. 00.

The World is Mine !

Today upon a bus | saw a lovely girl with golden hair. | envied Iste
seemed so gay and | wished | were as fair. When suddenly she rose t
leave, | saw her hobble down the aisle. She had one foot and wore ¢
crutch but as she passed, a smile. Oh God, forgive me when | whine, |
have two feet the world is mine !

our regul ar

And then | stopped to buy some sweets. The lad who served them hac

such char m, I talked with him. H
l i ke you, you see he said o601 6m
whine, | have two eyésthe world is mine !

With feet to take me where |1 6d gc
God, forgive me when Tlthewdrldisreine! | &r

Kindly submitted by Pat Gregary

Mary Nicholson

It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death in Edinburgh of
Mary Nicholson. Mary and Don were loistanding and hardiorking
members of Prestbury until they moved north to be near their daughter
and her family. Always cheerful, Mary was renowned for her cake
baking and her butterfly cakes are still requested, even today, at
Prestbury cake stalls. They were members of the Scottish Society anc
regul ar attenders of events at
speaker, will be buried on North Uist. Our prayers are with Don and her
family.

In Touch i Contributions always welcomed

Please either see lan Brooks at Church or forward all contributions to
him directly via email (ianbrooks444@btinternet.com). lan can also be
contacted on
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Prestbury News
Coffee Morning and Bric-a-Brac

Please join us on SaturdayMarch and rummage through our kasic
brac. There will also be books, cakes and a raffle. 710130 00.

Coffee and Flower Rotas

The new rotas for 2010 have gone up so please sign to provide flower:
(you donot have to arrange them
morning.

Hire of the Church

We are now starting to take bookings for the Hall and Church. Please
think of us when planning a party or meeting. We charge £10 per hour
or £25 per half day.

Mothering Sundayi 14" March
We are inviting all friends of Prestbury URC, including we hope some

we havenot seen for a whil e, t
Mothering Sunday service which will be led by Julie.

Easter Services:

Palm Sundayi 28" March

OQur service wil/l begin at 10. 20
will be carried to the URC. There will then be a short united act of wor-
ship inside the URC. The cross will be erected as usual outside for all tc
see.

Good Friday i 2™ April

There will be a short united act of worship at the foot of the cross during
which it will receive its crown of thorns.

Easter Sundayi 4" April

At the start of our Easter Sunday Service the cross will be decorated tc
mark the Resurrection. The service will also (AGM willing !) see the
Ordination of a new Elder and a Transfer of Membership
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The Church and the forthcoming General Election

Last month we launched a new websievw.churcheselection.org.uk
hosted by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, a resource for all the
churches. Here it is possible to find:

Faith in Politics, a 16page guide to some of the key policy areas likely to

be debated in the run up to polling day. Each subject has been prepared h
a leading Christian expert or campaigner in that field. 1t does not
represent a 'Church' view or support a party line, but is designed to
encourage Christians to engage with a range of important issues facing
our country.

Planning a hustings meetings our advice to local church based groups
who are thinking about organising a community hustings. This builds on
our experience of Churches Together groups planning and running event:
like this at General Elections for more than 30 years.

In the coming weeks and months more features will be added, including:

1 An online churches hustings registration system and database,

where you can advertise your meeting and see what else is

happening

More issues and analysis of the key topics

A monthly Churches' General ElectioiNewsletter

Analysis of the main parties' manifestos

Links to other Christian organisations websites that are gearing up

for an exciting and important General Election campaign

1 News from the Churches about what they are doing during the
Campaign

= =4 —a

Item forwarded by Dr Tony Jesn

Gloucester Choral Society
Are singing Bachos St
On Saturday 20th March at 5:30pm.

Mat hew Pass
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MAUNDY THURSDAY
1 April
7.00pm at St Christophe
United Maundy Service with Agape meal

GOOD FRIDAY
2 April

11.00am Service at St An
15 min. service around the cross at the Prestbury URC.
7.30pm Chor al Evensong at ¢

*kkkkkkkkhkk

Walk of Witness will take place at 12 noon
meeting at Imperial Gardens and walking
to St Marydés followed by ¢

*kkkkkkkkkkk

11.00am

10.30am

10.30am
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EASTER DAY
4 April

St Andrews Communion Service

K*kkkkkkkkhkk

The Church in Warden Hill
J)DPLO\ &RPPXQLRQ DW 6W &K
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Communion Service at Prestbury



