URC in CHELTENHAM MORNING PRAYERS
11.30am — 12noon EVERY Tuesday at Warden Hill

Date Readings Prayer Issues

7 July Psalm 119 121-128 | Cheltenham Centre Area, Central Churches, Street
Mark 7 14-29 Pastors project - Mah Jong group - Prayers foioeld

14 July Psalm 119 129-136 | Montpellier Area, local businesses, shops, offibesels,
Mark 6 30-34, 53-56 | Cheltenham Ladies College - Creative Cards, Trafticr

Prayers for the world

21 July Psalm 119 137-144 | Christ Church Area, Church, Lilian Faithful Homes,
John 6 1-21 The Church in Warden Hill - Prayers for the world

28 July Psalm 145-152 Tivoli Area, Bethesda Methodist, YMCA, St Stephens
John 6 24-35 Lay Preachers and TLS Training - Prayers for theliVo

4 August Psalm 119 153-160 | The Park Area, University of Gloucestershire.
John 6 35, 41-51 Higher Education - Prayers for the World

11 August Psalm 119 161-168 | Lansdown Area, Police Services, Dean Close School
John 6 51-58 Synod Moderator - Prayers for the World

18 August Psalm 119 169-176 | Hatherley Area, Betteridge, Bournside and Lakeside
John 6 56-69 Schools - The Church Secretaries - Prayers fovwthed

25 August Psalm 120 Lower Leckhampton Area, St Philip and St James
Mark 7 1-8, 14-15, Greenbelt - Prayers for the World
21-23

Jottings July/August.

‘We're all going on a summer holiday’, well that was song sungIdy
Richard in the 1960’s. Some have already gone, others preparing, but still
a few who will not be going anywhere. There will be some whofimid

the whole ordeal of packing, travelling so tiring that they almdsshv

they were staying at home!

It is at this time of year when many churches look at the commissioning of
the first disciples. Though we have differing accounts, we know they wer
being prepared for when they would not have Jesus with them, therefore
their preparation needed to be as complete as possible.

People of the Jewish Faith lament the silence of God, ‘O God you have
rejected us’, Psalm 60YMy God, my God why have you forsaken me?’)
(Psalm 22),and there are plenty mote be found throughout the three
books we have as the Psalms.

So on the one hand Jesus is preparing for his departure then, and still now
Jewish people lament that Yahweh has gone on a journey, is silent, does
not hear their prayers and has left them to fend for themselves.

Let us reflect though on the two aspects coming from preparationrghe f

is how we have learned and studied the journey we are to take, the mea
and the route, and the other; what we will do when we arrive there,
making the most of the amenities; after all, if you wanted Itquéking
holiday in the Alps you wouldn’t arrive in Langlauf!

So often we think we have prepared so well, our packing is done, the taxi
arranged, even the travel insurance up to date, and the essential passport i
in hand. But those are holidaying items, seeing to our human needs and
desires; very important admittedly, but maybe not what Jesus was



preparing those early disciples for. In fact, his motto was trigylet, It is with sadness we record the death of Dennis Goldring who passed
accept local hospitality, but most of all, go in the faith thatigesill away on Saturday 13 June, after a period of ill health. Pleassmiaen
sustain you whatever happens and wherever you go. Joyce and the family in your prayers.

| ask you these questions; do we sometimes go away unprepared to takéVe also note the death of Tom McGill who passed away in May. Tom
our living Lord with us, and when we get to wherever feel lost without and Tilly and children Hazel and lan worshipped at St Andrew’s foryma
him? Is our going away, sharing fun with others a time of sharing our years before moving to Rathfriland, Northern Ireland. We remerhber t
faith, our church, rather like the everyday people who spread the gospel? family in our prayers.

God is not silent, or has not gone on holiday himself incommunicado. He Our prayers: we hold in our prayers those for whom we are concerned:

is always with you through Christ and His Spirit. Margaret Apperley, Elizabeth and George Apps, Ann Ashworth, Jeane

Combes, Beryl Davies, Carol and Lorna Dewhurst, Dan Gillies, Joyce
This reflection is | hope is one which will encourage you take votn Goldring, Hylda Greening, Mary Howes, Dorothy Lamb, Mair Mcindoe,
the joy of Christ, and the mission to continue his work whilst you are Sandy McKenzie, Jon Morgan, Betty Price, Joy and Nick Smith, Sadie
away in the fun with friends and strangers, it is the His omséor us Smyth, Joy Sankey, Maisey and Don Weekes, Luke Wilson and Chris
when we are away from what is familiar. Wroot.

The work will continue on here, and we will welcome you back to be a Read at Joy Marsh’s Funeral — ‘Shed Tears’
part of it upon your return.
You can shed tears that she is gone;

Happy Holidays and the Lord keep you safe and well. Or you can smile because she has lived.
You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back;
Blessings JON Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left.

Your heart can be empty because you can’'t see her
Or you can be full of the love that you shared.
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday.
You can remember her and only that she is gone
Or you — can cherish her memory and let it live on.
You can cry and close your mid, be empty and turn your back
Or you can do what she would want:
Smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH IN CHELTENHAM
In Memoriam -

Congratulations



To Hylda Greening who recently celebrated hel” &irthday with a There’s no holding back the talented children who make up the C4 choir.

surprise birthday tea at St Andrew'’s for her family and friertdgda, we If you haven’t seen one of their performances yet you have missed some
hope you had a lovely day and the surprise celebration was not too muchreally inspiring entertainment. We recently had the privilegseafing
of a shock. them perform “Daniel, a Hard Act to Follow”, and they really areard

act to follow. While there are youngsters like this crowd aroune tise
Baptism hope and optimism a-plenty. They were superb. “Daniel” was aojoy t

We welcomed into the family of the Church on in June Barnaby William watch and hear and it was clear that the children had a lot of fun too, aided
Morris and Jasmine Skinner. We look forward to getting to know and abetted by mums and dads. It is a musical version of parts of the
Barnaby and Jasmine as they grow in faith over the years. biblical story, so there was speaking, singing, acting and thisd@meing
as well.

Thank You
Glyn and Sheila Jenkins and the family pass on to all our friend®int  Everything was done with such enthusiasm and exuberance. The ‘pride
Cheltenham churches our deepest thanks for all your prayers, messagesf lions’ had the audience shivering in their seats as they roamexdga
and cards during the recent anxious weeks. The groundswell of prayer and,s. One of the nice things was that there are no big starsiapdid an
love that has surrounded us all has been overwhelming. We are prayingmportant part, from the miserable crowd leaving Jerusalem toveéy
that the future will tum out to be more stable, though Matthewciaga Daniel solo. Many thanks and congratulations for a lovely show by a
mgrn?aelgtsyo?:tlu;izueévear?gng ‘r’l"gls tl))ze?] l;’;gsuténggrtﬁgogﬁ dsgz;?ieng;cogr? y ?:, group of talented young and very young performers. We look forward to
will never forget this Our love to everyone Sthe next _productlon. If you haven't been to one yet c_io go to t_hg next one

' (there will be one won't there, Maz?). You'll find it entertainiagd

g%nihseh\ilelskins family uplifting. One last word — thank you Maz, you can be proud of them.
Elvina & Keith Norcott

URCIC Walking Group

On 19 June 7 Walkers and dog completed a very pleasant five miles from
Seven Springs through the Coberley villages and back to the Hungry
Horse Pub where we enjoyed lunch in the garden.

BIRTHDAY TEAS AT HATHERLEY MANSE
July — Sept. — Sat. 28 August
Oct. — Dec - Sat. iPDecember

3-5pm The next five mile walk will take place around Stinchcombe Hill, nr

Dursley, at 10am iduly, (date to be finalised)meeting at the car park
near the Golf Club. There will be a bring and share barbequetladter

All are welcome don't forget to put the date in you

walk, and, as it is the beginning of the school holiday, youngsterbevill
especially welcome. Please sign up on the notice board in your chtirch - i
you require transport, please contact Roger Little 01452 730848.
. PS Walk in August will be on Friday 21 August
C4 — ‘Daniel A Hard Act To Follow’

Pensioners’ Forum



Don't Forget the

D

A
~
Health & Well Being Fair
For Older People and their Carers

On 1 July at St Andrew’s
10am-12noon

There will be no Pensioners’ Forum in August but will start agan
Wednesday 2 Septembeon ‘Managing Memory Together'.
Ann Lewis

Qi Gong
Next session will be in the Garden Room at St Andrew’Si@anesday
15 July at 12.15pm. All are welcome; cost is £4 per session.

Literary Group
'The next meeting of the Literary Group will be discussing 'Atoerd’ by
lan McEwan' at 7.30pm oWednesday 26 AugustWe meet at Prestbury
URC and new members are always welcome.

Mary Cummings

Tuesday Forum
The Forum has now closed for its summer break and will meet amgain
September.

Reform Magazine 2010
Warners Subscription Department have advised that it would be cheaper
to send REFORM by post to each person instead of sending them all to
one person in the Church. If you are happy with this arrangement when |
collect cheques for £18.70, payable to United Reformed Church, in
Cheltenham during October, November 2009 please can you provide me
with your address so that | can arrange for the magazine to bed post
directly to you.

Edith Stalker

. JUMP4JOY’
&
vé Sunday 19 July &

Sunday 16 August
9.30am — 10am
At St Andrew’s

Informal Short Service for all the family




A need for a recovery Five ways to well-being

Firstly, many thanks for your thought, wishes and prayers whilstsl wa

having my total knee replacement. As Mr. MacKinnon said, there is a CQNNECT i _ _

strange irony about younger men having this procedure, they take longerVith the people around you. With family, friends, colleagues and
to recover and feel much more acute pain than those who are older. That N€ighbours. At home, work, school or in your local community. Think of
shrugged off with my usual optimism, ‘It will be fine’. We as soaf you the_se_ as the cornersto_nes of_your life and mve_st time in develd@nyg t
will know it has not been fine, and have really had a lot of continual Building these connections will support and enrich you every day.
swelling and pain in the knee. Then to cap it all, | was diagnosédawit

deep infection that really affects a patient both physically agctatly, it BE ACTIVE _

really brings you down. Having found out what particular infection | have, GO for @ walk or run. Step outside. Cycle. Play a game. Garden. Dance.
they have started treatment to remove it, and then the real work of EX€rcising makes you feel good. Most importantly, discover a physical
building up the muscles and getting full movement can begin. | have activity you enjoy; one that suits your level of mobility and fitness.
missed so much having been confined to home and the few times

preaching and the odd meetings being free to carry out my miaisteri TAKE NOTICE

duties. Be curious. Catch sight of the beautiful. Remark on the unusual. Notice
the changing seasons. Savour the moment, whether you are on a train,
| feel there is light at the end of a long tunnel. We are on hoiiddyly eating lunch or talking to friends. Be aware of the world around you and

and | return to the joyous event of baptising Raffi, Rebecca’s son on theWhat you are feeling. Reflecting on your experiences will help you
26" of July and from then onwards look forward to being back amongst @PPreciate what matters to you.
you in the full capacity of your minister.

KEEP LEARNING

| ask for your continued prayers for healing and also for Jo who as you can Y Something new. Rediscover an old interest. Sign up for that course.
imagine has put up with a lot of me saying ‘It hurts’. Take on a different responsibility at work. Fix a bike. Learn to play
instrument or how to cook your favourite food. Set a challenge you will

| wish you all health and again many thanks for your support during the enjoy achi_eving. Learning new things will make you more confident, as
past few months. well as being fun to do.

Every blessing JON GIVE . . . .
Do something nice for a friend, or a stranger. Thank someone. Smile.

Volunteer your time. Join a community group. Look out, as well as in.

Seeing yourself, and your happiness, linked to the wider community can
be incredibly rewarding and will create connections with the people

around you.

Developed by the New Economics Foundation - wwveoemomics.org



for the Government Office for Science Foresighjgub - www.foresight.gov.uk
Christian Aid Week 2009

The URC in C Christian Aid Week house-to-house collection raised
£594.64 this year - when all Gift Aid and Charity donations were included

The Israeli Supreme Court has just ruled that the home of Salin a
Arabiya Shawamreh in Anata, which has already been demolished by the
Israeli authorities four times, can be demolished yet again. The
Shawamreh home has become a symbol of resistance to Israel’s house

the total rose to £661.72. Thanks to all those who collected — also thanksdemolition policies.

to those in the URC in C who collected for other Cheltenham Area
Christian Area groups.

The current running total for the Cheltenham Area Christian Aid
Committee is £32111.79.

Joan Sampson — chair of the Cheltenham Committee — says:

“This is a splendid result in the present economic climate. Thanlalyou
for your hard work.”

Israel and the Occupied Palestian Territories — Chrch
Leader's Trip

The URC Bloghttp://blog.urc2.org.ukhas impressions of what life in the
Israel and the Occupied Palestian Territories is like — URC Leaddevisi
in April and their articles are worth reading.

Peace Centre to be Demolished

Of particular relevance is the subject of demolitions — coveredhen t
church leaders blog and also a focus at the recent public meetBtg in
Mathews Church in Cheltenham. Breaking news on the Commitment for
Life website reports that:

In April Church leaders from the United Reformed Church visited the
Peace Centre in Anata. They heard the history of the Centre aeffieitte

four demolitions have had on Salim and Arabiya Shawamreh and their
children. Salim spoke of the struggle for a just peace and a fotuhés
family and all Palestinians. He said, “I am 53 years old, | wak&ldne
good day in my life.”

Please contact your political representatives. Tell them that the
Shawamreh home (Beit Arabiya) must not be demolished again.

Picture shows Linda Mead (Commitment for Life Programme Co-
ordinator) meeting Arabiya Shawamreh on a recent Church leadet's visi
to the Peace Centre.




STAND yg

After a long absence from meetings due to my operation and the
operation infection that has dragged on and dragged me down, | am
happy that STAND will commence with a new format on #&"
Septemberat 6.30. We shall meet at the Manse and enjoy a BBQ, n
and chat.

From September our numbers will swell with some from The 2
Squadron ATC joining us and one of the events being planned is gg
a ‘Big Event’ open air gig at Alton towers late in Septembeng@with a
new program of discussion and activities.

Do tell your friends and we look forward to being back togethe
September. JON

Soup & Chat
e Wednesday wo's"b
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Prestbury News

Latest News on the Repairs to Prestbury URC

The Building works at the Church are going well. Once the flooring) wa
removed it was discovered that some areas were better thaansd &nd
other areas — namely the vestry — were far worse!

However, we will soon be in the phase of ‘making good’ and so any
volunteers to help with painting, cleaning and tidying-up would be very
welcome. Please let me know if you would like to help.

| have been taking photos whenever | go up to the church and these can be
seen on the church websitevw.urcic.org.uk/prestburyworks.php will
also put up a display in the Church.

There will be no Coffee Morning in July.

Our first service back at Prestbury will be on Sundiy@ly at 10.30. If
that cannot take place then the Elders will let the congregation know.

The Church Meeting is scheduled to take place over coffee on Saturday
18" July at 10.30 to give everyone a chance to inspect the newly
refurbished areas. That day has also been designated as our annhual Gif
Day.

There will be a service of re-dedication on Sunda{y 2ély at 10.30 to
which we invite all our friends from Prestbury and across the URCIC.

It has been decided that Urchins will not return to the Church for thei
July sessions — it has been so wonderful to be outside in the lovely
weather that we will meet at the Scout Hut on tfeafd 18" of July
before breaking up for the holidays. Urchins will restart back at the
Church on Monday"7 September.

Fiona Hall



Recipe for Happy Homes

Time is one of the most important ingredients of a happy marriage;
Not time to waste — time to use

Time not just for prices, but for life’s values

Time for neighbours, time for friends

Time to apologise and make amends

Time for his folk as well as your own

Time to praise, but not to moan

Time to discuss

Time to share

Time to consider his point of view

Time for the garden

Time for a book

Time for a baby

Time to care

Time for a quiet moment of prayer

Time for your husband when his days’ work is done
Time to listen to your teenage son

Time to show junior a bird on the wing

Time to thank GOD for EVERYTHING

Kindly submitted by Pat Gregory.

In Touch — Contributions always welcomed

Please either see lan Brooks at Church or forward all contributdmim
directly via e-mail (ianbrooks444@btinternet.com). lan can also be
contacted on 01242-603467.



St Andrew’s News From the Elders' Meeting:
July Communion Offering - Langley House Trust Elders' Sabbaticals -At the next AGM, five serving elders will be

As a Christian charity, the Trust works with those who are skt of taking a sabbatical year, and in 2011, there will be seven takingra ye
offending, or have offended, establishing positive foundations so that they ©ff, Some having served for more than thirty years without a break. The
can lead crime-free lives and become contributors to society. TiTisé serving elders remaining will be unable to cope with the level aésiut
works towards the fulfilment of its vision of a crime-free stcishere normally expected of them. The Vacancies Committee have been asked

no-one is unfairly disadvantaged or excluded because of their past. The t© consider how the church will manage during this time, and kegyli
Trust aims to provide accommodation and support services for ex- that there will be a review of the role of elders with a vievasking
offenders; to set up, develop and manage residential communities and Mmembers of the congregation to take on certain tasks for which
other homes: recognise the unique qualities and promote the development €ldership is not essential.

of each member; develop working relationships and partnerships with Reévamp of the Montpellier Entrance -Is there anyone with an artistic
other relevant agencies - local and national, spiritual, cultural and fl@ir who would like to be involved in refreshing the Montpellier

professional; acquiring resources and managing them effectivétjnwi entrance to the church? The glass frontage allows us to mak®ste

current legislation. of the visual impact presented to the street. A larger noticed tioar
replace the current one is being considered that will speak of the

August Communion Offering - Headway missio_n and Qutreach of St Andrew's, and ideas are welcome for an

Headway is a charity set up to give help and support to peoplecafiegt attractive design or feature that could replace the potted pldrits.

brain injury. It has a network of local Groups and Branches throughout the ~ €hurch secretary would welcome all ideas. _

UK and Channel Islands that offers a wide range of services, ingludi Closure of St Andrew's on 5th Sundays At the July elders’ meeting,

community outreach and respite care. It promotes understanding of brain St Andrew's members to attend joint services at the Prestinary a
injury and its effects, lobbies for better support and resourcestate Warden Hill churches. o

available by statutory health and social care providers, and camfaigns Burglar Alarm - The false alarm activation last month has prompted a
measures that will reduce the number of brain injuries. The Headway eview of the visual display and volume of the tone on the key panel in
Helpline provides information, advises on sources of support, finds local ~the kitchen. The police have asked the church to take steps to reduce

rehabilitation services and offers a listening ear to those iexperg false activations. _ _
problems. Storage -There is a shortage of storage space on the premises and, in

order to make space available in one of the storerooms, the chéirs wi
now be kept in the Montpellier Hall.

Hirings A wide-ranging debate took place on the (sometimes)
competing requirements of the church for space to hold events, against
the need to hire out rooms to achieve necessary income. It was
recognised that there was a need for church requirements to be
identified and booked well in advance, and it was also agreed that
hiring documentation should incorporate a statement about the building
as a place of worship.



Church of North India
Three ministers from the Church of North India, on a visit to thetWes

The next service in the cluster group will take place at Sd&aptist
Church, St Georges Road, with a Songs of Praise service during the
evening ofSunday 19th July All are welcome to attend.

Midlands Synod, came to St Andrew's on 13 June where they were Soup and Chat
received by Jon and Maz and others from the church. Afterwards, theyThe weekly lunchtime outreach activity on Wednesdays will resume on

were taken on a tour of Cheltenham, followed by a visit to the chuieh fe
at Sacred Hearts in Charlton Kings and Gloucester Cathedrale wiesr
were well received. They all felt they had obtained a good ingigint
church life in the town, and Jon is keen to follow up this contact with a
more formal arrangement for the future.

Portuguese Church

Eight members of St Andrew's attended the first joint communion wit
the Portuguese Church on 7 June.
participate, in song and word (and translation), in a different siyle
worship. Another joint service is planned for the evenin§uwiday 1st
November, which will be followed by a British and Brazilian style
supper.

St Andrew's Cluster Group

It was a moving experience to

9th September when Jon and his team will once again be serving soup
and a roll, and tea or coffee, to church members and visitors. Why not
come along and see what goes on, and meet the regular visitors?

Gift Aid

Gift Aid contributions are a valuable way of increasing revenuéeo t
church for its mission and outreach, and we are very grateful tgoeser
who supports the church in this way. Last year's reduction in the basi
rate of tax to 20% has meant that what the church is able toneitbm
HMRC under the Gift Aid scheme has dropped from 28.2% to 25%,
however the government is providing charities with Transitional Rielie
make up the difference until April 2011. Opportunities need to be taken
that will maximise Gift Aid tax claims made to HMRC, armat éveryone

in the scheme who contributes in cash or cheque, it will mean ensuring
every donation (however small) is placed in a Gift Aid envelope. Any
taxpayer not already in the scheme is welcome to join - ptzagact the

Gift Aid Secretary (Roger Little) on 01452 730848.

Contributions of articles, or points of view, for inclusion in the magazi
are always welcome. Please contact Roger Little (01452) 730848.

Correspondence
West Midlands Synod - VISION4AMISSION a 24hr evemt b2th and 13th
March 2010 - this will run alongside a much abbaéxl Synod meeting, and
will include speakers to inspire us all and workshto help us all - suggestions
for Workshops topics are requestaulease let the church secretary knowiby
July.
The Windows Day Centre & George’s Organic Caféonprtional day27 June
energy4Life - Worship celebration at LoughborougR@Sunday 12 Julyled
by Rev Roberta Rominger and Rev John Marsh.




Saltmine Theatre Company - "Finding God in Unexped®lacesSaturday 11
July atLoughborough URC. Tickets £5 from Rev David Fehton01509
211549



Warden Hill News

On June 2% we said a fond farewell to Sue and Martin Hiley and Anne
Underdown as they move to pastures new in South Wales. After suppe
and entertainment, they were presented with vouchers to buy fruit trees fo
the orchard!

For those of you awaiting exam results, we hope that all will lgane
(well.  We hope that everyone has a good summer, please take our
[greetings to any Churches you visit.

Carole Pennington

They have played a large part in the life of the Church for maaysy
Martin has been Church Secretary and Elder for more than 20 yeafs,
sorted out pulpit supply, been our representative at Synod, played a vijl "Behind the Scenes at

part in the coming together of St Christopher’'s and ourselves andaspen The Church in Warden Hill"
lot of time in the kitchen washing up after many many church do’s.

Saturday September 19th

Sue has been a Junior Church teacher, worship leader, Playdays leagler, 9.30 am. - 12.30 p.m.

cooking club expert, part of the orchestra, part of the Traidcweaft tnd
of course “catering supervisor” for fundraisers, meeting and céi@tsa

We will miss the carrot cake!! Large hall, St. Christopher's

Come and find out what goes on.

Anne is the expert needlewoman, has made the lectern fall, thetrntdmsi Admission Free

fall and nativity figures, stoles for ministers past and preasnwell as
filling craft stalls with her hand made goods. She makes her owis ca
and produces beautiful water colours. Anne has also been a Church Elcer
and made many families feel welcome at the Church over the years.

Community Film Evening

| have no doubt that something has been forgotten, so please forgive me Thursday 23 July

Our love and prayers go with you, Martin, Sue and Anne, and we look

forward to visiting in the not too distant future. (Guide camp 2011 has

already been booked!) At 2.30pm (doors open at 2.15pm)

Some dates for your diary: ‘Brassed Off’

July 4" Women’s prayer breakfast in Churchdown Certificate 15

July Sh:dFamily worship led by Tony Jeans

July 22 . Church meeting at 7.30 Free Entry - Family and Friends Welcome
August 2°: Family worship Refreshments available

August 13717%23% 60+ ministry at St Christophers
September® Family worship led by Val Hobbs



